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We are pleased that Christine
Rose, CG, CGL, FASG has
agreed to be the presenter at

this year's GRTVA Fall Conference.
The overall theme of the day will be
Work Smarter, Not Harder
Genealogical Problem Solving.

Christine's lecturing experience
includes the national conferences of
the National Genealogical
Society, Gen Tech, and
the Federation of
Genealogical Societies.
She has lectured locally
and regionally many
times across the country.
She is a very busy woman
and we are fortunate that
she could include us in
her schedule for October
24, 2009.

;
Christine's first topic will be The
Evidence Conflicts. What Should I
Do? Do we have enough evidence? Is
it all circumstantial? What if it
conflicts? What is more believable?
How is it weighted? If your case
convincing? If not, how can you make
it so? Christine wili discuss specific
examples.

Secondly, Avoid the Crooked Pat:
Genealogical Problem Solving will be
presented. In this session Christine

will discuss actual case studies and
show us how to zero in on our goal,
reduce the problem, and stay on the
path to solve the big problem.

Following lunch, Christine's third
presentation will be Leaping to
Erroneous Conclusions: What did the
record REALLY say? Not that any of
us had ever done this, but the danger is

always there. We need to
look at our documents
carefully. Often we can
come to an incorrect
conclusion through our

j assumptions.

I Christine's final
presentation will be
'Solving' The Problem in
25 Hours or Less! This
one is among the most
requested of Ms. Rose.

It's a favorite. Strategies will be
presented that can maximize research
with a detailed case study for
illustration. Christine told us that these
same strategies can be used both on-
site and off-site.

This promises to be a fun and
educational day.

Registration forms will be mailed to
members. Additional forms may be
found at <www.griva.org>.

ie Rose, CG, CGL, FAS'

GRIVA
Fall

Conference
by Brent Morgan

GRIVA .. . lo promote, foxier and encourage serious and accurate genealogical and historical
research by all means possible, including inslruc/ion, seminars, workshops and field trips.
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Welcome to our new
Bogi-4 Members!

-Charles Dickens-
An4

-A. ). Seamons-

/r

^fl ^^^^\^^^^^^~^?^77v^j^"^^^

Welcome!

Also, congratulations to those
members who are assuming new

roles as GRIVA Officers.
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Dates to Remember
September 15 Board Meeting
September 17 Research Trip to Washington D.C.
September 22 GRIVA Program Meeting
October 24 GRIVA Fall Conference
October 27 GRIVA Program Meeting
November 12 Research Trip to Raleigh, N.C.
November 17 Board Meeting
November 24 GRIVA Program Meeting

GRTVA program meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of March,
April, May, September, October and November at the Bon Air
Presbyterian Church, 9201 West Huguenot Road, Richmond,
Virginia, unless otherwise noted.

Coming Programs
September 22, 2009 - evening (7:45p.m.)
Topic: Using DNA for Genealogical Research
Guido Deboeck from the Washington D.C. area will present a
program on DNA. He will also speak on research he has done
on his Flemish family. He has used DNA for identifying his
family origins. He will explain DNA research and how it
facilitated his genealogical research. He is an ISOGG Speaker.

October 2 7, 2009 - evening (7:45 p. m.)
Topic: Ballooning in Virginia in the Civil War
For the October Program Meeting, Mike Boehme, the current
president of the Virginia Aviation Museum, will talk about
flight development with balloons, spying, and how this
protected people and helped in battles during the Civil War.

November 24, 2009 - afternoon (1:45p.m.)
Topic: Preserving World War II
News & Notes editor and Clover Hill High School teacher Jim
Triesler will share his experiences interviewing World War II
veterans around the world and will provide some helpful
interview techniques. He will describe his students' project,
the // Took a War website, which is currently in its eighth
year. Jim will also have a selection of WWII items on display.

President's Corner
by Debora Kerr

It's summer, and the public's interest
in genealogy is as hot as the
weather! Family history is in the

news, edging into conversations about
cultural heroes, prominent celebrities,
and even fictional characters. Everyone
loves a good story, and GRIVA
members know that their own families'
experiences can stand proudly next to
many adventures of the more famous.
While our ancestors may perhaps be
lesser known, the lessons we learn by
preserving their histories are an
invaluable help in our own journey
through life.

Good stories make for great programs,
and I hope the topics we have lined up
for the next year pique your interest.
We' 11 be hearing about conducting
family DNA studies, the exploits of
Civil War balloonists, and steps for
researching and preserving records of
World War II veterans. GRIVA strives
to present a wide variety of genealogical
presentations to our membership. If you
have an idea for a program, or a speaker
that you would like to recommend for a
future meeting, please send your
suggestions to mail@griva.org.

Another resource that I'd like to remind
everyone about is the list of surnames at
our website, <www.griva.org>. If you
haven't visited the list for a while, you
will find that it is now being regularly
updated. The surname list comes from
the names submitted on your
membership/renewal forms. If you
neglected to fill in your family names, or
if you have discovered a new line since
your last submission, you can get those
names added simply by sending an email
with that information to the address

-see President's Corner, page 7
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Local History in a Ledger Book by R. Neil Netting

All of us, at one point or
another, have gone through
various family possessions to

find keepsakes put aside in odd places.
I well remember a relative telling me
about how, after his mother died, he
and his brother were going to throw
away all of the greeting and birthday
cards she seemingly saved forever. His
brother got curious and decided to read
several of these old cards and found
that each of the cards she saved
contained a US savings bond which
ended up being worth several thousand
dollars.

Such is a similar story associated with
a store ledger that was given to my late
father. Though the unexpected
"treasure" was of no monetary value, it
adds to the history of Powhatan
County.

Store ledgers, or daybooks, were kept
by most country stores and are a
wealth of information. These records
are interesting because they tell us the
names of customers, the items they
bought and how they paid for them
using the credit system of the times.
For instance, when cash was hard to
come by, goods were paid for by
exchanging or trading farm produce.
These accounts, and the names
associated with them, provide a
glimpse into the daily lives of those
who were living in the county at that
time.

These books were used for more than
just recording the purchase of goods.
The ledger in my possession also
contains the records of a saw mill

operated by my family in the county.
This is interesting in and of itself,
because I did not previously know
about the existence of the saw mill.
The real gem included in the ledger is
a history that is probably not found
anywhere else. Tucked away in its
pages is the history of the Powhatan
County Fair from its beginning in 1910
until 1914, and is very likely the only
history of these early years.

The Powhatan Fair Association was
organized April 4, 1910 with the goal
of improving the condition of country
life in Powhatan by "stimulating a
spirit of progress in agriculture, in our
school, in our highways and in our
social intercourse and health." The
Association was to hold annual fairs in
the autumn of each year. Tt was a co-
operative educational association
supported by paid memberships and
managed by a ten member board of
directors. Board officers included a
President, Vice - President and
Secretary/Treasurer. Initially one
hundred tbirty-six subscribers paid a
$1.00 membership fee. Members had
to be of good moral character.

The board appointed both a General
Manager and an Assistant Manager to
run the fair. General admission was 25
cents, admission for eight to ten-year-
olds was 10 cents and children under
eight were admitted free. The first fair
was held September 27* and 28lh

! 910, at the Powhatan Tobacco
Company's warehouse and grounds,
with the grounds fenced off.

-see Ledger Book, page 8
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Recording Oral Histories by Asya L. Simons

On May 26, 2009, GRIVA
members had the opportunity
to learn tips on recording oral

histories from Mary Virginia Currie, a
historian at the Virginia Historical
Society. In 2008, Currie led a four-
week course on the topic of oral
history. For GRIVA members, Currie
condensed the course into a single
Program Meeting.

Before Currie spoke, another
employee from the Virginia Historical
Soceity, Laura Stoner, gave a brief
glimpse of the business collections
housed at the VHS.

Stoner began by explaining the
importance of business records. "We
like to think of business history as
everyone' s history... Sometimes a
business life is the only documentation
someone will leave behind." The VHS
has been working to collect records
from local businesses, in order to
preserve these valuable records.

Stoner presented the business records
of the Reynolds Company, most
famous for its Reynolds aluminum
foil. However, this company also
produced the first aluminum
submarine. A lot of this company's
production was done in Richmond.

Currie and a consultant interviewed
over 100 employees. In these
interviews, the employees were not
only asked questions about their work
lives; they were asked "about their
parents, about their children, about
their education, so [they got] a lot of
information about people that
researchers can use."

the Elaine Furniture Company and the
Best Products Company. One common
thread Stoner pointed out was that
each of these companies were
originally run by entire families.

Before beginning her presentation,
Currie stated that although many
members may already have experience
recording oral histories, she was going
to cover the basics so as not to leave
anything out.

"Storytelling is an essential part of
being human. Long before written
language, the memory of the tribe,
culture, civilization, faith and family
was passed down through oral
tradition," Currie began. From there,
she went on to stress the dual
importance of not only the telling, but
also listening. According to Currie, a
good listener avoids interjecting
comments about their own life during
an interview. Nodding silently is a
good way to show interest, without
interrupting the flow of the interview.
Another important thing to remember
is that how an event affected someone
is just as important as the event itself.

Before conducting the interview,
Currie suggests completing a short
checklist. A legal release form should
be discussed between both the
interviewer and the interviewee to
ensure a mutual agreement as to the
extent of the public nature of the
completed interview. Also, determine
the expected length of the interview,
where the interview will be conducted,
and whether or not a family member
will be present. Currie warns against
giving the interviewee a list of

GRIVA
Program
Meeting

Presenter:
Mary Virginia

Currie

Other collections presented included ~see Oral Histories, page 7
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Ask Genie

Ask Genie
Dear Genie,

Who is the new
GRJVA

President,
Debora Kerr?

GRIVA's President for the 2009
- 2010 term is Debora Kerr of
Midlothian, VA. She has been

a member of GRIVA since 2007 after
learning about the group at the NGS
Conference in Richmond that year.
Prior to making her home in
Midlothian, Kerr spent 22 years in
Arizona. Her time in the desert began
when she chose Arizona State
University for college as a breakaway
from her hometown of Akron, OH. At
ASU, Debora achieved a B.S. in
Computer Information Systems just
when the first personal computers
were beginning to hit the market. She
has always had a keen interest in
technology, and began her service to
GRTVA by assisting on the Computer
Interest Committee.

Debora's interest in genealogical
research began at a Family History
Center in Mesa, Arizona about 1990.
A friend found her great-grandfather
on the 1900 U.S. Census which
spurred her to begin her own research
in earnest. To increase her skills, she
completed the National Genealogical
Society's Home Study Course in
2002, attended many conferences and
workshops, and is currently a member
of the online Professional Genealogy
Study Group.

Although GRIVA is the first society in
which she has served as a Board
Member, Kerr's past careers in
publishing, libraries and museums
included many tasks central to
genealogical society work. She ran
membership programs, produced
newsletters and magazines, created
and installed exhibits, and acted as a
liaison to non-profit volunteer and
fundraising groups. One responsibility
she particularly enjoyed was working

publicity for events and exhibitions.
This included preparing press releases,
writing articles for the media, and
creating commercials for radio and
television. Additionally, the library
and museum experiences introduced
her to archival procedures, proper
handling of historic documents,
photographs, and objects, and living
history interpretative presentations.
This broad knowledge base has proved
to be a useful foundation in
developing an intuitive and inclusive
approach to her genealogical research
strategies.

From 1996 to 1998, Kerr was a staff
writer for The Arizonian, a monthly
newspaper published in Snowflake,
Arizona which focused on features
about the history of the Arizona
Territory. Her research blog, (West)
Virginia Wykles and Kin, publishes
transcriptions and abstracts from
original source documents not
otherwise available in books or on the
Internet. She is a member of the
Virginia Genealogical Society and
several lineage societies including the
Continental Society Daughters of
Indian Wars and United States
Daughters of 1812.

Kerr is married to William Archer
Kerr, II, who teaches computer
security to U.S. military bases around
the world. They have no children, but
do live with three cats that greatly
enjoy lying on family group sheets
and attempting to eat family
photographs. Outside of genealogy,
she enjoys sewing, machine
embroidery, and creative writing.
Debora invites GRIVA members on
Facebook to become her friend, and
looks forward to getting to know all of
you in person at member meetings.
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Oral Histories -from page 5

questions ahead of time to preserve
the spontaneity of answers and
emotions.

In preparation for the interview, one
should gather basic information about
the interviewee, such as where they
were born, where they went to school,
basic information about their family
and their family origins. Other family
members and friends may also be
interviewed to help create questions.
Also, think about the major events that
may have happened during the
person's lifetime. How did these
events affect the person?

Currie outlined the basic types of
questions that could be asked. For
example, "universal questions" ask
about things such as how they were
expected to act as children. "Earlier
generation" questions seek to gain
information about older family
members. One may also ask about
family traditions or family structure.

The method of recording the interview
requires as much attention as the
interview itself. "The first recorded
oral histories were conducted in the
military during World War II. Early
interviews were conducted on bulky,

open-reel recorders, then transcribed
and the tapes...discarded or erased.
The transcript was considered the
primary document." It wasn't until
after the 1970s that the original tape
was considered the primary document.
Until the 1990s, voice recording was
the only way to record interviews, but
not long after, historians began to try
video as a recording medium.

Currie suggests conducting a test
interview with a personal friend or
family member in order to familiarize
yourself with how your equipment is
set up and run. The last thing an
interviewer wants to happen is for
recording equipment to malfunction
during the actual interview.

Lastly, Currie advised this: "Assure
[the interviewee] no one will judge
their performance and that how they
really talk is what you want to capture.
Their own unique accent, expressions,
and way of speaking are quite
important."

And for those who get nervous before
interviews, chatting and laughing with
the interviewee about nerves may
smooth the way and make you both
more comfortable.

President' s Corner -/mm page 3
above. Queries based on these surnames are published both on the website and in Ne\vs and Notes in order
to help members make new discoveries and research cooperatively.

Speaking of cooperative research, in my next President's Corner I will be telling you how to access the
new GRIVA Resources Wikispace. This new online archive will contain material on family lines
submitted by our members. Data is still being scanned and uploaded with a goal of having about half of the
archive available by the end of the year. We are excited to provide this resource to our membership, and
thank you for your patience as we get it up and running. I wish all of our members, old and new, the very
best of luck with their research for the remainder of 2009.
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Ledger Book ~from page 4

A committee was formed to solicit
sponsors and exhibitors. Exhibit
categories included agricultural or
horticultural products, articles of ladies
fancy or needlework, art, children's
school work, culinary arts, domestic
animals, birds, fowls and farm
machinery. The by-laws provided for
competent judges who were to award
premiums for exhibits based on the
merits of the articles displayed. In
addition, lectures were to be offered on
any theme pertaining to the betterment
of farm life.

Thirty-two sponsors who supported the
first fair were mostly local or
Richmond businesses and included
Hening & Nuckols, Diggs & Beadles,
W. H. Harris Grocery Company, Watt
Plow Company, James Paint & Oil
Company and the Mechanics &
Merchants Bank. Examples of

premiums donated by sponsors
included paint, cigars, feed, a buggy
harness, seeds, a horse blanket and a
plow. Though not intended to be a
commercial success, as the goal was to
meet expenses, at the end of the first
fair the organization netted $156.14,
after meeting its obligations.

In addition to the sponsors reflecting
the Powhatan business community, the
membership list provides the names of
community members. The names of
the officers of the board of directors
are also provided and identify some of
the county leaders.

With so much local history and
genealogy contained in a simple
country store ledger, my research
recommendation is to look at all types
of records and expect to be surprised
by what you find.

The North East Ohio Civil War Round Table Will Return to Richmond Again This Year

This year's field trip will be October 3 and 4, 2009. We will concentrate on the second half of Grant's Overland
Campaign. Sites of visit and study will include North Anna, Hanover Junction. Cold Harbor, Haw's Shop,
Totopotomoy Creek, Yellow Tavern and Drewery's Bluff.

Our leader this year will be R. E. L. Krick. We have a 47 passenger bus each day. The bus will leave the
Wyndham Virginia Crossings Resort promptly at 8:30 AM each morning.

We have a limited number of openings available to members and friends of the Richmond Civil War Round Table
who would care to join us.

We anticipate that the total cost of the two day trip will be $100 - $125. Folks can reserve their spot by forwarding
a $100 trip deposit to me. The fee includes daily box lunches and the Saturday night dinner.

Brent Morgan
Richmond Coordinator, NEOCWRT Field Trip

9091 Pantego Ln
Mcchanicsville, VA 23116-5837

804-550-3039
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Photogenealogy by Drew Hogwood

If genealogists take their family
photos seriously (and they should),
they will endeavor to manage their

collection of images as orderly as they
have managed their data. The
disciplined family photo collector will
actively manage the collection in a
way that exhibits an understanding
and appreciation of its lifecycle, from
the time it is initially assembled (or
inherited from parents and other
family members) until it is passed
along to subsequent generations.

Carg and Preservation
In order to ensure their survival, it is
paramount for the contents of the
collection to be physically protected,
in whatever form they exist - alburns,
framed pictures, paper prints, slides,
negatives, movies, videotapes and
digital media (CDs and DVDs). The
collector has the obligation to learn
the'enemies of photographic materials
and take action to prevent
deterioration as well as to repair and
restore artifacts that have already
suffered damage.

figproduetion and Baek-ap
The loss of priceless images is
prevented by making copies of them
through conventional photographic
methods or by digitization. Scanners
have made electronic back-up
exceedingly economical but the
process is tedious and time-consuming
when done properly. Interim
measures such as photocopying entire
album pages can be very useful
pending higher quality back-up.

ldg.ntification and Bating
Sadly, a collection's contents are
relatively worthless to family
members if the images cannot be
dated and the subjects cannot be
identified. Depending on the size and
complexity of a collection, it can take
years of research to label its images
satisfactorily. Indeed, some images
may never give up their secrets.

Sharing Imaggg and
Information

Much of the reward of owning a
coliection of photographs comes from
being able to share the images with
other family members and with
organizations that serve other
researchers. This includes making
specific provision for disposition of
one's collection to responsible parties
at the appropriate time. Digital image
scanning and enhancement, burning
images on CD/DVD, e-mail
transmission and online storage and
archiving techniques greatly facilitate
sharing with others without
jeopardizing the contents of the
original collection.

locating Additional Images
Just as genealogists continually seek
new information for our family data
base, collectors of family photos are
never satisfied. They are always on
the lookout for new images relevant to
their collections. Friends and
relatives are probably the most
obvious and responsive sources of

-see Photogenealogy, page 14

The
Lifecycle of

a Photo
Collection
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Developing a Love of Genealogy bv James E. Triesler

How do we cultivate a love of
genealogy in our children and
grandchildren? We have to

interest them with something beyond
the pedigree chart or the census
record, even if these are the building
blocks of our research. Story telling
helps, although I know I have told my
young son at least three times about
the day our ancestor was wounded in
the Civil War Battle of New Market.
By combining stories with things they
can see and touch, and getting
additional senses involved, our
children and grandchildren will
become more interested in genealogy.
We can really get them hooked by
having them participate in some type
of genealogical activity.

Recently our family spent a few days
in Hagerstown, Maryland. The
attraction of Hagerstown for my wife
is shopping at the outlet mall. The
attraction for my son is attending the

900 Oak Hill Avenue, Hagerstown, Maryland (1918)

Hagerstown Suns baseball games in
the evening. The attraction for me is
that my family lived in Hagerstown
and the surrounding area for over one
hundred and sixty years. The dilemma
for my son was whether to go
shopping with his mother or visit the
public library, the historical society,
and the cemetery with me. This is
when a ten-year-old must wonder,
what have I done to be punished like
this?

In addition to the usual pedigree
charts, census records, and newspaper
articles, I came to Hagerstown armed
with old photographs. 1 decided that
in between visiting the library, the
historical society and the cemetery, we
would make a game out of finding the
actual location where historical family
photographs had been taken.
Although mom had the car and would
be shopping in an air-conditioned
mall, my son decided he would rather
spend six hours walking around
Hagerstown on a hot summer day
conducting genealogical research.

Our adventure began when mom
dropped us off near the public library.
I knew that my great-grandfather
Charles Sites (1869 - 1927) was a
train engineer for the Western
Maryland Railway. Using
<www.newspaperarchive.com> I
recently learned that he had been in a
train accident in 1910 and had been
sent to a hospital in Baltimore to have
his leg amputated. Although I was
anxious to search through pages of un-
indexed microfilm to learn more about
the train accident, T knew that my son
might lose interest if we started at the
library. So, instead of turning left

-see Love of Genealogy, page 11
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Love of Genealogy ~/«-from page 10

toward the library, we turned right
with photos in hand and headed for the
town square. The first photo was of a
lightning bolt darting through the air
above the library. A photographer
friend lived for a year in Hagerstown
during the early 1990s. I knew that
her apartment had been near the
library and, although we could not get
into her old apartment, the photograph
clearly showed the buildings across
the street from the apartment, all the
way down to the public library. We
discovered that three of the buildings
directly across the street from her
apartment had been replaced by
modern brick buildings. My son
seemed to enjoy our quest to find the
first location, so we continued on our
journey.

The second picture showed a group of
boy scouts near a street corner in
1910. My great-grandfather Christian
Triesler (1869 - 1930) was one of the
first scout leaders in this city and he
also appeared in the photograph. Our
mission was to find the corner where
the photo was taken. I knew the
intersection was just a block away, but
instead of telling my son about the
specific corner where the scouts had
stood, I took him to the vicinity and
allowed him to make the discovery.
The stores had changed names, but the
window shapes and the drain pipe
were the same. I asked my son to
stand near the spot where our ancestor
had stood ninety-nine years ago, so
that I could take his picture. Perhaps
in a century, someone will be trying to
locate where we stood?

The third picture was of my great-
uncle Robert Triesler (1898 - 1958),
standing on the steps of a building
downtown that appeared to be a bank.

900 Oak Hill Avenue, Hagerstown, Maryland (2009)

A church steeple was reflected in the
glass behind him. As we surveyed the
skyline, we noticed three or four
church steeples scattered throughout
the town and quickly assessed the
shape of each steeple to see if any
matched the one in the photograph.
The steeple that most resembled the
one in the picture was on top of the
old Court House. We walked around
the building, looking for steps and the
location of the possible reflection;
however, we did not find the spot we
were looking for. We observed that
many of the buildings in the city had
been demolished and replaced and we
came to the realization that this may
be the case with the building we were
currently looking for. It was time to

-see Love of Genealogy1, page 12
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Love of Genealogy -from page 11

Bernard's Dry Goods Store, Hagerstown, Maryland, WWII

take a break from our search and head
to the library to look for information
on the 1910 train wreck. No index
exists for the 1910 Hagerstown Daily
Mail, so we scrolled through the
microfilm for September and October
1910, and although it felt like looking
for a needle in a haystack, we did
discover one article about Charles
Sites. The article mentioned that he
had "recently" been in a train accident
and that he was headed to Baltimore to
see a surgeon about his leg. The
article we had previously found on the
Internet was from a week later and
told us that his leg had been
amputated. After an hour reading
microfilm, we decided that our search
for an article about the train accident
would have to wait for another day.
We did show the photo of Uncle
Robert to the librarians; however, they
did not know where the steeple or the

building was located.

Our search then turned to a group of
photos that had been taken of the
family outside the house of Christian
Triesler, located at 900 Oak Hill
Avenue. The photographs were taken
in 1918, just prior to the death of their
daughter Edna (1891 - 1918), a
pediatric nurse who perished in the
1918 flu epidemic. The family wore
their "Sunday best" and was sitting on
the stairs to the porch in front of the
house. 1 knew that 900 Oak Hill
Avenue was located about one mile
north of the town squaj-e, so on our
way there, we stopped for ice cream
floats at a drug store counter that had
been serving the community since
1926! A short while later we arrived
at the house in the photograph. The
front porch had been enclosed, but
otherwise the house looked much as it
did ninety-one years ago. We took
turns photographing each other, sitting
in the spot where my great-grandfather
had sat in one of the original photos.
Since the house is on a corner lot, we
were also able to photograph the side
and rear of the house. Photos taken
from those angles also appeared in the
original collection.

Our final photo was of a storefront
window display located somewhere in
downtown Hagerstown. During
World War II, my great-grandmother
Sophie Triesler (1872 - 1967) made
doll clothing that was raffled off to
benefit war relief. The clothing was
displayed at Bernard's Dry Goods
Store. While at the library we asked if
anyone remembered Bernard's and
where it was once located, but no one
remembered the store. After we left

-see Love of Genealogy, page 13
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Love of Genealogy ^y™™^page 12

Oak Hill Avenue, we walked to the
local Historical Society. No one there
remembered Bernard's either. So, we
requested any City Directories they
might have from the war years. First
we looked in the 1940-41 Directory
and found nothing in the alphabetical
listing for Bernard's. Fortunately they
also had the 1942 directory and
Bernard's was listed at 49 West
Washington Street. With great
anticipation we hurried to number 49
and found an abandoned store that had
been gutted by workmen. The original
wall boards and flooring were
exposed. Very little remained of what
Bernard's had once looked like. It
was at this point that we noticed an
old window that had originally been
above the entrance to the store, but
was now partially blocked by a newer
entrance. That old window was a
perfect match for the one in the
original photo. We also noticed that
some of the wood and metal trim
around the window display seemed to
match the photograph.

As 1 looked at that old dilapidated
store, I reflected on how that spot
represented so many things that were
once great about America. The
sacrifices we were willing to make for
freedom, from rationing to a raffle,
came to mind as I gazed at those
empty windows. There is so much
more to remember about our family
history than just the names and dates
of our ancestors. While walking, my
son and 1 had time to discuss the lives
of our ancestors. What did they value?
Where and how did they live? Having
children walk the paths of their
ancestors is a great way to interest
them in genealogy. They get to have
fun while using their creative minds to
sleuth their way around. Mixing the

activities between photo searching and
repository research made the day more
fun for both of us.

Upon returning home, I asked my son
what the best part of the day had been.
In typical fashion, he said "the best
part was buying the ice cream floats,
but the next best part was looking for
and finding the location of Bernard's
Department Store." My son is about
to enter middle school which will be
followed by high school, college,
marriage, and a family. In twenty
years, he will look back and realize
that the best part of the day wasn't ice
cream, train wrecks, church steeples,
or department store windows. The best
part of the day was that a father and
son got to spend six uninterrupted
hours walking and talking together,
although, the ice cream was pretty
good too!

Jonathan Triesler with a photo of the old
Bernards Store, 2009
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new images, but the resourceful
collector will investigate a huge
variety of libraries and societies,
including virtual repositories.

Organizing Images and
Information

Our collections are less valuable if
they do not facilitate ready access to
the images they contain, along with
the facts and folklore associated with
those images. As impractical as it
sounds, every collection should be
catalogued in order to guide present
and future users to the physical and/or
virtual location where our albums,
prints, slides and motion pictures are
stored. Cross-referencing
photographic prints and the negatives
from which they were made tests both
the physical and intellectual
limitations of our collections. Indeed,
the organizational "infrastructure" of a
collection is its lifeblood, since it must
expand and contract to accommodate
the acquisition of new materials and to
annotate older images with
information discovered during
ongoing research.

teplauing Images
Select photos in collections scream to
be displayed - perhaps because of
their age or the uniqueness of the
subject. Some will hang on walls;
others will go in frames displayed on a
mantle or in a curio cabinet like the
Victorians would have done. Some
photographic prints will remain
mounted in their original albums,
while newly created albums made
from modem materials will house
others. Color transparencies are more
difficult to display and may require
conversion to photo enlargements. In

virtually all cases, the images
displayed should be reproduction
copies, while the originals reside
elsewhere in a safe and sound
environment.

Incorporating
Cbntgrnporarq photos

Genealogists tend to value older
pictures more than they do snapshots
that were taken last week. However,
today's photographs will be treasured
equally by future generations.
Unfortunately, the sheer number of
images that are being taken today by
digital cameras, cell phones and
pocket camcorders is a mixed
blessing. On the one hand, there are
lots more images being taken and
circulated to illustrate our family's
hi story. On the other hand, the
proliferation of images may very well
overwhelm, confound and de-sensitize
future generations. For this reason,
we must take steps to promote the
quality and significance of the
photographs in our collections by
carefully editing and printing the
images that are the most informative
and visually appealing. A corollary to
the qualitative issue is the need to
redouble our efforts to label the
subject, location and date of our
images before our memories fade.

Needless to say, the Hfecycle elements
described above rarely occur in order.
The size, nature and condition of
different collections will dictate
priorities, if not the precise actions
that are taken to follow them. Our
success will also be determined by the
availability of time and money, the
cooperation of others, the proximity of
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Bobby Chandler Student Research Award by James E. Triesler

Leah Tarns, a rising senior at
Clover Hill High School in
Chesterfield County, Virginia,

is the 2009 winner of the Bobby
Chandler Student Research Award
from the Virginia Historical Society.
Her research project was entitled "A
Community Analysis of Trenton, New
Jersey in 1900." Leah described her
project as "an analysis of a sample of
fifty households taken from the 1900
Federal census records of Trenton,
New Jersey, where the Tarns family
lived. Also included...is a separate
historical analysis of how major
events in United States history from
1890 to 1910 and growing [historical]
trends affected the prominent pottery
business in Trenton, especially the

Greenwood Pottery Company, which
was owned by the Tarns family."
Leah used books, census records,
maps, and historical newspaper
articles to analyze how economic
depressions, trusts, and the Spanish-
American War, among other things,
impacted the family pottery. She was
also able to gain information from
Barbara Springsted, a prominent
archeologist, who had recently been
involved with excavations at the
original Greenwood Pottery site. Leah
will receive her award at the Virginia
Historical Society in November 2009.
In addition to a certificate, she will
receive a monetary award of $250.
Congratulations to Leah Tarns for
winning this prestigious award.

Do you love checking lists of names?
(Of course you do; you're a
genealogist!) Do you like to bring joy
to others by passing out snacks? (Ones
you don't even have to buy?) Are you
going on a GRIVA bus trip to
Washington, D.C. or Raleigh, N.C?

If you answered yes to all these
questions, you can be of great service
to GRIVA as one of our bus helpers.
A bus helper's job is to take attendance
as the bus is loaded and make sure that
no one is left behind when the bus
leaves. On the way home, helpers

distribute GRIVA-provided drinks and
snacks. This fun volunteer opportunity
is a great way to meet your fellow
members. We are seeking
multiple people to become bus
helpers, so you can even do this job
with a friend!

Please respond by email to our
President, Debora Kerr, at
mail@griva.org if you can be of
service on one or more of our trips, or
need more information. Thank you all
for your continuing support as a
member of GRIVA.

GRIVA
Volunteer

Opportunity
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Digital Genealogy Resources for the Eastern United States

This resource list was developed by checking out suggested web sites and by using search engines to find
digital sources for state digital resources that may be useful to people living in Virginia and other Mid-
Eastern states. This list provides suggestions to help individuals identify their ancestors, where they lived
and what their lives may have been like. The digital sites are categorized by states which are in ABC order.
The digital addresses for each state are also in ABC order. A few resources have short descriptions so that
it may help die user find what they need. Most listings seem to be self explanatory.

'De [aware
<arc hives.delaware.gov/exhibits/exhibits-toc.shtml>
<history.delaware.gov>
<recordsprojcct.com/genealogy/delaw are. asp>
<w ww. censusfinder. com/delaware.htm>
<www.hsd.org>

Georgia
<content.sos.state.ga.us>
<dlg.galileo.usg.edu>
<mygeorgiagen ealogy.com/index. htm>
<www. georgiapi oneers.com>
<www.libs.uga.edu/researchcentral/subjectguides/genealogy.html>

MaryCancC
<aomol.net/html/index.html>
<www.msa.md.gov>
<query. mdarchi ves .state.md.us>
<www .rootsweb. ancestry. comA-rndgairet/index. html>

North Carolina
<statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/patrons/ genealogists. html>
<www.accessgenealogy.com/cemetery/northcarolina.htrn>
<www.ancestorhunt.com/north-carolina-genealogy.htm>
<www.archives.ncdcr.gov/default.htm>
<www.ncecho.org>
<www.northcarolinagenealogy.org>
<www .north carol inagenealogy. net>

Ohio
<myohio genealogy, com/index.htm>
<ohiogenealogy guide. com>
<www.ogs.org>
<www.ohiohistory.org/resource/archlib/index.html>
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Pennsylvania
<cocalicovalleyhs.org>
<www. digi talarchi ves. state. pa.us>
<Johnream .com/Reamstown.htm>
<ph i 1 adelphia. pennsyl van i a. staterccords. org>
<www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us>
<www.gendir.com/locales/2781>
<www.genealogical.com/index.php>
<www. genpa. org>
<www.kindredtrails.com/PA_Philadelphia.html>
<www.lancasterhistory.org/index.php>
<www .portal, state .pa.us>
<www. statelibrary. state. pa.us/librari cs/cwp/view. asp>

South CaroCina
<archi ves. sc.gov/genealo gy>
<mysouthcarol inagenealogy.com/index.html>
<www.southcarolinagenealogy.org>
<www.scgen.org>
<www. s cmemory. org/index .php>

'Virginia
<www.l va. virgi nia. gov>
<govgenealogy search. com/Default, aspx ? state=Virgi nia>
<lib. Virginia. edu>
<swem.wm.edu>
<www.gen eal i nks. com/states/va.htm>
<www.lva.virginia.gov/WHATWEHAVE/gene/index.htm>
<www .marsh allhall.org/dar/fx_census.htm!>

West Virginia
<distantc ousin.com/States/WV.html>
<www.censusfinder.com/west_virginia.htm>
<www. libraries. wvu. edu/wvcol 1 ecti on/genealogy. htm>
<www.wvculture.org/history/archivesindex.aspx>
<www.wvgenweb.org>

Complied by Dr. Pat Dickens
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Membership News byDelAgee Southpawag@aol. com

Welcome to our
New Members

Joan Jackson Arthur M. Moody

.Gloria. Serfass.

Dues are Due

This is a friendly reminder that GRIVA membership dues for the 2009-2010 year are payable
now. If you have already sent in your dues payment, thank you for your promptness! If you

have not sent in your dues payment, now is the time to do so! You don't want to miss a single
issue of GRIVA News & Notes or lose your member discount for bus trips and the fall

conference! GRIVA is operated entirely by volunteers, allowing us to keep your dues low.
Individual membership is $15, while a couple's membership is S20. Naturally, we are
especially grateful to those members who sign up at the "Friend of GRIVA" ($25) and

"President's Club" ($50) level. These individuals are digging deeper to ensure that GRIVA
carries on its legacy of service to the genealogical community.

Membership application forms appear in every copy of News & Notes or you can download a
copy from our website, <www.griva.org>. You can also simply drop your check in the mail
noting your most current address, telephone number and e-mail address. Make your check
payable to "GRIVA" and mail it to GRIVA, P.O. Box 29178, Richmond VA 23242-0178.
Please note that if you want to have your surnames included in the annual list, you will need

to submit an application form listing your research interests.

Fall Conference Registration

Watch your mail for the registration brochure for our Fall Conference. In the meantime,
reserve Saturday, October 24 on your calendar, as that is the day Christine Rose will be

sharing secrets for Working Smarter, Not Harder. This fall's conference will be held at the
Virginia Historical Society.
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Queries editor@griva. org

Please type or print clearly. Each quei'v should he li/nia'J to one family and a maximum of fifty
words. Standard abbreviations will be lined, \iembers may submit queries not to exceed twelve
queries in a year or three per newsletter. Be <twe to include your name and full mjiunti addn^^.
Queries will also be puiiet/ on OKI I-'A.org unless von specifr otherwise. There is no charge for
GRIVA members. Non-members must submit a $2.00 fee with each query (plus $1.00 postage if
you desire a copy of the u-siie containing the qverv) Send queries 10 ednar'a,griva.org.

Carr: Seeking information on Thomas Carr, b 15 SEP 1920, d 24 APR 1998,
lived in Kansas City, Kansas; s/o Thomas Carr; h/o Naomi Berg, b 20 SEP 1920,
d 14 FEE 2004; ch Randy Carr; World War II veteran.
Asya Simons asya.simons@verizon.nct

Schultz: Seeking information on Julian Schultz, b 4 AUG 1915, d 19 SEP 2007,
lived in Worcester, MA. s/o Samuel and Eva (Krock) Schultz; h/o Lillian
Newfield, b 12 AUG 1918, d 27 NOV 2001; ch Gordon N. Schultz; World War II
veteran.
Jim Triesler james_triesler@ccpsnet.net

Hopkins: Seeking information on Alexander Hopkins; b b/n 1778-1784 Old
Richmond, VA m Peggy Jackson, 1806, Burke County, NC. Veteran of War of
1812. Emigrated to Buckingham County, VA, Burke & Rutherford Co., NC,
Laurel Co., KY by 1829, d Laurel County, KY, 1851. Seeking information on his
parents and siblings.
Douglas Hopkins dhopkins@gbis.com

Trammell: Seeking information on the ancestors of Jeremiah Trammell (ca 1767-
1851, Halifax, VA) m 1800, Mary Stubblefield Colquitt; dau?, Mary Trammell
(m Gregory Orell 1826); Relationship w/ Susannah Baker; dau, Susannah
Trammell (m Booker Epps 1828), son Jarrott B Trammell (m Constant Dunn
Epps 1830), dau, Orpha (Orpher) Trammell (m Reuben Ragland 1824; Willie
Raynor 1850 in Caswell Co, NC).
Phyllis Trammell Hancock hancockpercy@aol.com

Baker: Seeking information on the ancestors of Susannah Baker (ca 1785-1865,
Halifax, VA), Relationship w/ Jerremiah Trammell; Susannah Trammell m
Booker Epps (Thomas W. Epps, m Lucy A Ragland 1867); Jarrott B. Trammell m
Constant Dunn Epps, (George Washington Trammell, abt 1831 - (m Elizabeth A.
Gibbs Calaway Co, MO, 1859 (8 ch) and Emily G Crenshaw (1 ch)); Carroll
Jackson Trammell, 1832-1912 m Manerva Jane Dickson (ten ch); Orpha m
Reuben Ragland (five ch) and Willie Raynor of Caswell, NC.
Phyllis Trammell Hancock hancockpercy@aol.com

Query Abbreviations

abt=about
afi=aficr
ancs=ancestor(s)
b=born
bef=before
bp!=birthplace
bro=brother(s)
bur=burkd
ca=circa
cb=children
Co=county
d=died
dau=daughter
di^c~de^c;iiJ;;:il(>)
d/o=daughter of
fath=father
g=grand
gg= great-grand
h/o=husband of

m=married
moth=m other
pars=parents
poss=possibly
prob=probably
sibs=siblings
sis=sister(s)
s/o=son of
wid=widow
w/o=wife of
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Addn 5 Service Requested

2009 CALENDAR
Program meetings are held at the Bon Air Presbyterian Chui
otherwise noted. Visitors are welcome!

September 15 (7:30 p.m.) - Board Meeting

September 17 - Research Trip to Washington D.C.

September 22
7:45 p.m. - GRIVA Program Meeting
Guido Deboeck - Topic: Using DNA for
Genealogical Research

October 24 - GRIVA Fall Conference at
the Virginia Historical Society

:h, 9201 West Huguenot Road, Richmond, Virginia, unless

October 27
7:45 p.m. - GRIVA Program Meeting
Mike Boehme - Topic: Ballooning in Virginia in
the Civil War

November 12 - Research Trip to Raleigh. N.C.

November 17 (7:30 p.m.) - Board Meeting

November 24
1:45 p.m. - GRIVA Program Meeting
Jim Triesler- Topic: Preserving World War II


