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BRIEF HISTORY  
 

IN 1947 UNCLE ED SILVERMAN  MET WITH A GROUP OF MUSIC LOVERS, 

THEN KNOWN AS “HILLBILLIES,” TO FORM AN  INDEPENDENT ORGANIZATION TO 

PROMOTE AND PRESERVE VIRGINIA’S HERITAGE MUSIC.  THE VIRGINIA FOLK 

MUSIC ASSOCIATION  WAS  CHARTERED ON  MARCH 26, 1957 AS A NON-PROFIT, 

VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION.  THE LATE WILLIAM “BILL” TUCK (FORMER 

GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA) AND THE LATE WATKINS M. “WATT” ABBITT (FORMER 

CONGRESSMAN, AND LATER A DIRECTOR ON THE VFMA BOARD), WERE VERY 

INSTRUMENTAL IN THIS ACTION.    THE VFMA BECAME A TRUE PIONEER OF 

COUNTRY AND BLUEGRASS “MUSIC FESTIVALS.” 

 

WITH THE ASSISTANCE AND THROUGH LOBBYING EFFORTS OF GOVERNOR 

TUCK, THE VFMA WAS LATER SANCTIONED AS THE OFFICIAL ORGANIZATION TO 

HOLD THE “STATE CHAMPIONSHIP CONTESTS.” (THE VFMA REMAINS THE ONLY 

ORGANIZATION IN THE STATE SANCTIONED TO DO SO.)   AT FIRST, THERE WAS ONE 

CONTEST AND LATER SEPARATED INTO TWO DIVISIONS, BLUEGRASS AND 

COUNTRY. 

 

IN 1972, THE VIRGINIA COUNTRY MUSIC “HALL OF FAME” WAS 

FORMED. SINCE THAT TIME, MANY FAMOUS AND ACCOMPLISHED VIRGINIA 

MUSICIANS HAVE BEEN INDUCTED INTO THE   “HALL OF FAME.”  AS AN EARLY 

PIONEER OF MUSIC FESTIVALS, THE VFMA SPONSORED SPECTACULAR  SHOWS 

WITH PARADES AND QUEENS; PRODUCED RADIO AND LATER TV COVERAGE WITH 

MUSIC CONTESTS SECOND TO NONE. 

 

THE YEAR 2000 BROUGHT THE BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL TO THE WORLD VIA 

THE INTERNET AND THE CREATION OF THE “SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD.”  

2001 BROUGHT MONTHLY “MUSIC JAMS” AND IN 2002, THE “HERITAGE MUSIC 

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIPS.” 

  

CONTINUING AS A PIONEER OF MUSIC FESTIVALS AND SPONSORING MUSIC 

SHOWS SECOND TO NONE, THE VFMA MADE ANOTHER AGGRESSIVE, PIONEERING 

STEP FORWARD IN 2009 BY INTRODUCING THE FIRST $5 A DAY, QUALITY 

BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL.  MOVING FORWARD INTO 2011, THE VIRGINIA COUNTRY 

MUSIC HALL OF FAME MUSEUM, WAS OFFICIALLY DEDICATED ON JUNE, 11. 

 

THE VFMA IS GOVERNED BY A “VOLUNTEER” BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

WHO ELECTS OFFICERS WHICH FORM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD.  THE MISSION OF 

THE VFMA REMAINS THE SAME OVER THE YEARS, AS SET FORTH BY THE 

FOUNDERS, “TO PROMOTE AND PRESERVE COUNTRY, BLUEGRASS AND GOSPEL 

MUSIC;” THE MUSIC OF OUR HERITAGE—VIRGINIA FOLK MUSIC. 

WWW.VAFOLKMUSIC.ORG page1

http://www.vafolkmusic.org/


 

 

The people who migrated to America in the 1600s from Ireland, 

Scotland, and England brought with them the basic styles of music that 

are generally considered to be the roots of bluegrass music as it is 

known today.  As the Jamestown settlers began to move out into North 

and South Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, and West 

Virginia, they wrote songs about day-to-day life in the new 

land.  Since most of these people lived in remote areas, the songs 

reflected life on the farm or in the hills.  This type of music was called 

"mountain music," “hillbilly” or "country music."  The invention of 

the phonograph and the onset of the radio in the early 1900s brought 

this music out of the mountains and into the homes of people all over 

the United States. 

 

The Monroe Brothers was one of the most popular acts of the 1920s 

and 1930s.  This music was different from other traditional country 

bands because of its hard-driving and powerful sound that used 

traditional acoustic instruments and featured distinctive vocal 

harmonies. The music incorporated songs and rhythms from string 

bands, gospel (black and white), black labor work song, country, and 

blues music repertoires.  After experimenting with various 

instrumental combinations, Bill settled on mandolin, banjo, fiddle, 

guitar, and bass as the format for his band.   A few years later the 

resonator guitar, or “Dobro” was added to the line-up.  Bill Monroe, 

also known as the Father of Bluegrass, was a native of Kentucky, the 

blue grass state, so he named his band "Bill Monroe and the Blue 

Grass Boys" thus the name Bluegrass was born! 

Many date the genre to 1939, when Monroe formed his first Blue 

Grass Boys band, however, most believe that the classic bluegrass 

sound came together late in 1945, shortly after Earl Scruggs, a 21-

year-old banjo player from North Carolina, joined the band.  Scruggs 

played an innovative three-finger picking style on the banjo that 

 

 

 

 

energized enthusiastic audiences and has since come to be known as 

"Scruggs style" banjo.  1948-1969, the Flatt & Scruggs band was a 

major force in introducing bluegrass music to America through 

national television, radio, and many diverse appearances around the 

country.  Scruggs wrote and recorded one of bluegrass music's most 

famous instrumentals, "Foggy Mountain Breakdown," which was used 

in the soundtrack for the film Bonnie & Clyde.  By the 1950s, people 

began referring to this style of music as "bluegrass music." Bluegrass 

bands were formed all over and Bill Monroe became known world-

wide as the acknowledged "Father of Bluegrass Music.” 

The first weekend-long bluegrass music festival, was actually held in 

Fincastle, Virginia in 1965. We should mention here that the Virginia 

Folk Music Association, founded in 1947, was indeed a pioneer in 

Bluegrass Music and Festivals, sponsoring music festivals, parades, 

radio and television shows second to none,  The VFMA Hall of Fame, 

2000 Inductee, Charles Johnson (little Cedrick ‘Jody Rainwater’) 

from Blackstone, VA was a member of the 1945 Lester Flatt and Earl 

Scruggs’ Blue Grass Boys Band. 

From the Beverly Hillbillies television show to the Deliverance movie 

soundtrack, bluegrass music was featured - specifically "Dueling Banjos," 

The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band's Will the Circle Be Unbroken released in 1972,  

introduced artists like Earl Scruggs, Maybelle Carter, Roy Acuff, and others 

to pop music fans and brought the authentic sounds of bluegrass and 

traditional country music to new audiences.  In 2001, the Coen Brothers’ 

movie, O Brother, Where Art Thou?, helped to further attract wider 

audiences to bluegrass music. Bluegrass music is now performed and 

enjoyed around the world.  In addition to the classic style born in1945, that is 

still performed widely, most all music, from modern rock to southern gospel, 

reflects some influence from the then, old time or hillbilly music, which is 

now known as Bluegrass Music.    www.bluegrassheritagefoundation.com 
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Daniel Prayed  
 

Recorded by:  Pattyi Loveless and Ricky Skaggs  

written by: Ralph Stanley and G. T. Speer 
 

 

1)   I read about a man one day, He wasted not his time away 

He prayed to God                              every morning--noon and night 

                            He prayed to God every morning-- noon and night 

He cared not for the things avail, But trusted one who never fails 

Oh Daniel prayed                              every morning-- noon and night 

            Daniel prayed to God every morning-- noon and night 

 

Chorus 

Oh Daniel served his living God while upon this earth he trod 

                 Served      his      God                    earth     he     trod 

He prayed to God                              every morning--noon and night 

                            He prayed to God every morning-- noon and night 

He cared not for the king’s decree, But trusted God to set him free 

                     Cared     not     for                                     set him free 

 Oh Daniel prayed                             every morning—noon and night 

                             Oh Daniel prayed every morning—noon and night 

 

Instrumental or TA 

 

2)    They locked him in the lions’ den, because he would not honor men 

But he prayed to God                         every morning—noon and night 

                              He prayed to God every morning—noon and night 

The jaws were locked it made him shout, And God soon brought him safely out 

Oh Daniel prayed                              every morning—noon and night 

                             Oh Daniel prayed every morning—noon and night 

 

Chorus 

Instrumental or TA 

 

3)  Now brother let us watch and pray, like Daniel did from day to day 

He prayed to God                               every morning—noon and night 

                              Oh Daniel prayed every morning—noon and night 

We too can gladly dar and do, And pray to God He’ll see us through 

Oh Daniel prayed                              every morning—noon and night 

                             Oh Daniel prayed every morning—noon and night 

 

 

 

 

Love of the Mountains 

Recorded Version: Larry Sparks                                                                                            

Written by:  Allen Mills (Lost & Found) 

1) Two trees on a hillside of the mountain 

Always looking up towards the sky 

Remind me of my papa and my mama 

Who lived there eighty years before they died 

Chorus                                                                                                    

Now a bright moon is shining in the valley 

An old wagon leans against a stack of hay 

Two graves on a hillside by the cabin 

My mom and dad are resting there today 

2) The burning of the green wood on the fireplace 

The fallen snow around the red bud trees 

The branches of the laurel by the creek bed 

And the rippling waters of the gentle stream 

3) Papa used to talk about the young days 

When he and mama first were settled there 

He spoke about the love of the mountains 

That he and mama shared together there 
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As Written by:  David Graves George   

First recorded commercially by Virginia musicians G. B. Grayson and Henry 

Whitter.
[5]

 Vernon Dalhart's version was released in 1924 sometimes cited as the 

first million-selling country music release in the American record industry.
[6]

 

Since then, "Wreck of the Old 97" has been recorded by numerous artists, 

including The Statler Brothers, Charlie Louvin, Flatt and Scruggs, Johnny 

Cash and  Boxcar Willie. 

Old 97 was a Southern Railway train officially known as the Fast Mail. The 

train started its career on December, 1902, close to two years after Casey 

Jones's death. It ran from Washington DC to Atlanta, Georgia. On September 

27, 1903 while en route from Monroe, Virginia, to Spencer, North Carolina, the 

train derailed at Stillhouse Trestle near Danville, Virginia.  

www.wreckoftheold97.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

WRECK OF THE OLD 97 

Well they gave him his orders in Monroe Virginia 

Sayin' Steve you're way behind time 

This is not 38, this is ole' 97 

You must put her into Spencer on time 

So he turned around and said to his black greasy fireman 

To shovel on a little more the coal 

And when we cross that White Oak Mountain 

You can watch ole' 97 roll 

It's a mighty rough road from Lynchburg to Danville 

It's a line on a three mile grade 

It was on that grade that he lost his airbrakes 

You can see what a jump he made 

He was goin' down that grade makin' 90 miles an hour 

When his whistle broke into a scream 

He was found in the wreck with his hand on the throttle 

Scalded to death by the steam 

And a Telegram came from Washington station                                                    

and this is how it read 

knowin' that brave engineer that run old 97                                                             

is lying in old Danville dead 

So ladies you must take warnin' 

From this time on and learn 

Never speak harsh words to your true lovin' husbands 

They may leave you and never return 

I said ladies you must take warnin' 

From this time on and learn    Never speak harsh words to your true lovin' 

husbands  They may leave you and never return,                                                      
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