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VIRGINIA UNTOLD
Virginia Untold: The African American Narrative (www.virginiamemory.com/collections/aan) 
contains the stories of enslaved and free African Americans who lived in Virginia prior to  
1865. With funding from Dominion Resources, the Library of Virginia has begun work on the 
project to make these stories more accessible. Together their individual stories form a  
narrative of a people—one that has not been fully told because it’s been hidden in the 
archives. Records scanned and indexed so far include deeds of emancipation, coroners’ 
inquisitions, freedom certificates, and freedom suits. Help tell their stories by transcribing! 

CW150
The James I. Robertson Jr. Civil War Sesquicentennial Legacy Collection is a multi-year initiative 
to locate, digitize, and provide access to the private documentary heritage of the American 
Civil War era located throughout Virginia. Individuals were provided the opportunity to have 
their historic letters, diaries, and other manuscripts scanned and made available online on 
the Library’s Virginia Memory website (www.virginiamemory.com/cw150). Help us make the 
CW150 collection even more searchable by transcribing the documents.

makinghistorytranscribe
Help transcribe documents from Virginia’s history! 
By typing in the contents of these pages, you can 
help uncover the stories hidden in our archives. 

Visit www.virginiamemory.com/transcribe

You can start with two of our ongoing transcription efforts:



T H E  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  N A R R A T I V E

Virginia Untold: The African American Narrative is a 
digital collection of records that will bring to light 
the pre–Civil War experiences of African Americans 
documented in the Library’s myriad of primary source 
materials. These include local court records, state 
records, business records, personal papers, and 
newspapers. Taken as a whole, the stories found in 
Virginia Untold form a 400-year-old narrative of a 
people that has not been fully told. In some instances, 
these documents contain the only written account of 
that narrative told from the free or enslaved person’s 
point of view. These records help provide a voice to 
those silenced by centuries of oppression—their 
experiences bundled in administrative, estate, property, 
and court records stored in courthouses, attics, 
basements, and libraries.

www.virginiamemory.com/collections/aan 

Give us your feedback and follow project 
updates with #VaUntold.
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