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The service member's military records is referred to 

as the Official Military Personnel File (OMPF) is a 

set of documents maintained by the United States 

Military.  On July 12, 1973 a disastrous fire revenged 

the building housing the OMPF files for members of 

the U.S. Army and the U.S. Air Force. It affected 

between 16-18 million service files that were either 

destroyed or damaged.  Records affected included: 

 

Army Personnel discharged November 1, 1912, to 

January 1, 1960    80% 

 

Air Force Personnel discharged, September 25, 1947, 

to January 1, 1964    75%      (Starting with names 

alphabetically after James E. Hubbard).  

 

The Navy, Marines, and Coast Guard records were 

not affected by the fire. When requesting military 

records-send your requests to the following address:  

National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) 

Military Personnel Records  

1 Archive Drive  

St. Louis, MO 63138  

 

Visitors are recommended to make an appointment to 

visit the NPRC to view material. Service files of 

military personnel who were discharged before 1955 

are considered Archival. After this date accessing the 

records are only available to immediate family.  

 

This date moves forward 1 year from 1955 for each 

years afterwards as this is a rolling dates. Patrons can 

call hire a genealogist locally (Archives provides a 

listing) or mail in a request for records.  

 

    
 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

With the war in Europe raging since 1914 and the 

United States remaining neutral-Americans back 

home got caught up in events abroad. Thousands 

crossed the border and fought for Canada.  

 

On April 6, 1917 President Wilson asked Congress 

to declare war on Germany entering the United 

States into World War I. Genealogy records 

created during the war share the feelings, attitudes, 

and reactions by our Government, as we search for 

our ancestors who served in the Great War. 

 

OFFICIAL MILITARY PERSONNEL FILES:  

 

When the United States declared war on Germany 

in 1917 it was almost completely unprepared for a 

long term commitment. Manpower and supplies 

needed to sustain armies in the field were at their 

lowest numbers since the Civil War.  

 

The strength of the Army in 1917 was 200,000 

men of whom 80,000 were serving with various 

National Guard units. Some of the records that will 

help you find you World War I- 

 

The National Personnel Records Center, Military 

Personnel Records (NPRC-MPR) is the repository 

of millions of military personnel, medical, and 

payroll records of discharged and deceased 

veterans of all the services during the 20th century.  

 

Military records prior to WWI are housed at the 

National Archives in Washington, DC.  

 



 

 
Department of the Army 

US Army Human Resources Command 

ATTN: AHRC-FOIA 

1600 Spearhead Division Avenue 

Department 107 

Fort Knox KY 40122-5743 

 

The copy costs onsite at the NPRC are the same for 

OMPF as with the IDPF files.  Subject to NARA fees.  

 

If the OMPF file requested was destroyed or damaged 

from the Fire of 1973 researchers have the option to 

request a reconstructed file (R-File); it contains 

documents placed into file years after the discharge by 

family members for benefits.  Another record file type 

called an Auxiliary File  where other records (mainly 

payroll), and documents that were placed outside of the 

personal file.  

 

RECORDS OF THE C.E.F.  

 

Canada entered World War I on August 5, 1914 and by 

1918 more than 35,000 Americans served in the 

Canadian Expeditionary Force (C.E.F.)  This included 

Americans living in Canada and men who crossed the 

boarders to fight.  

 

One of the largest military fighting units in the CEF 

was the  American Legion which constituted the 97th, 

211th, 212th, 213th and the 237th Battalions.  Records 

from the Canadian Expeditionary Forces are held at the 

Library and Archives of Canada located in Ottawa.  

 

Canadian military personnel files during World War I 

are housed at the Library and Archives of Canada 

located at Ottawa.  Access is also available online at  

www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng. For patrons wishing to visit the 

library directly they are located this address: 

  
 

INDIVIDUAL DECEASED PERSONNEL FILE: 

 

Another set of records located at the NPRC that are a 

collection of file for individuals who were killed in 

action (KIA) which would include deaths as a POW. 

Abbreviated at IDPF and sometimes called 

“Mortuary Files” or “Casualty Files.  During the 

years of World War I these records were called 

“Burial Files” containing details about those killed.  

 

The files also cover those classified as missing in 

action (MIA), declared dead and whose remains 

were never recovered.  Files often detailed with 

information about the soldier, and their immediate 

family. Information in files typically include: 

 Name of Veteran 

 Military Unit/Organization and Rank 

 Date, Location, and Cause of Death 

 Location of Temporary Burial 

 Information on Permanent Burial (If removed) 

 Correspondence with family members 

 Medical Records of Veteran  

 Topographic Charts where Veteran Interred 

 Photographs of the Burial Site   

 

These files are not to be confused with OMPF files. 

The files were not affected by the Fire of 1973. The 

National Personnel Record Center (NPRC) has 

custody of the IDPF files from the United States 

Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force in addition to 

the United States Army surnames beginning A-L.  

 

All Other Records not accessioned (for the U.S. 

Army) are in the custody of United States Army 

Human Resource Command in Fort Knox, KY  

 

Requests through the Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) can be sent for other records 

 

http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx


Library and Archives Canada 

395 Wellington St 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0N4, Canada 

Phone: 1 613-996-5115 

  

Several records for Canadian soldiers and sailors 

exist at the Archives; these include the following.  

 

Original personnel files for members of the CEF are 

located onsite at the Archives.  The Archives on 

their website (listed previously) have digitized the 

service files for most of the soldiers during World 

War I.  

 

Attestation Papers are one part of the personnel file 

for the CEF.  These papers are the enlistments for 

those who signed up during World War I.  Most of 

the alphabet with surnames starting A-N, P, S, and 

T are available online at www.fold3.com  

 

Nominal Rolls of the Canadian Expeditionary 

Forces—located online at the Library and Archives 

of Canada. Listed numerically by military battalion 

and unit.  The rolls list each of the CEF members 

by Battalion along with their nativity, rank, and 

home address of nearest of kin.  

 

Commonwealth War Graves Registers for Canadian 

serviceman who died in World War I. This 

collection is located online at www.ancestry.com  

One record that is in the custody of the National 

Archives in Washington, DC that pertain to records 

of American who served in the CEF is found as part 

of the Selective Service in RG163.   

 

It is a complete set of index cards of United States 

Residents who served in Canadian Expeditionary 

Forces, 1917-1918—It is part of the Selective 

Service -located online at www.ancestry.com 

 

DRAFT REGISTRATION CARDS:  

 

The passage of the Selective Service Act of 1917 on 

May 18, 1917 authorized the President to increase the 

military.  All males between the ages of 18 and 45 was 

required to register for the draft.   

 

The Provost Marshal General Office was put in charge 

to see that the draftees registered and men didn’t forget 

to register.  The World War I-Draft consisted of (3) 

separate registrations:  

 

1st Registration-June 5, 1917-Men aged 21- 31 born 

between June 6, 1886-June 5, 1886 (12 Questions)  

 

2nd Registration-June 5, 1918-Men who turned 21-

born between June 6, 1896-June 6, 1897 (10 Questions)  

 

3rd Registration-September 12, 1918-Men aged 18-21 

and 34-35 born between September 11, 1872 and 

September 12, 1900 (20 Questions)  

 

These records are available on www.ancestry.com, 

www.fold3.com and www.familysearch.org   

 

The National Archives has as part of their collection 

the Draft Listing Classifications whether being “Fit For 

Duty” or “Deferred for Military Service”  Consult the 

Archives for finding aids for this material.  

 

FBI CASE FILES:  

 

Organized on March 16, 1909—Originally called a 

“Special Agent Force”.  It was headed during World 

War I by Alexander Bielaski of Maryland. The Bureau 

changed names in 1935 when it became known as the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation.  

 

These case files cover investigations by the F.B.I. and 

cover the years of 1908-1922-and include more than 2 

million pages of materials detailing numerous  

 

http://www.fold3.com
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.fold3.com
http://www.familysearch.org


individuals. Often these files contain value family 

relationships and give pertinent genealogical 

information.   

 

 Miscellaneous Files-1908-1922  

 Mexican Files-1909-1921  

 Old German Files-1915-1920  

 Bureau Section Files-1920-1921  

 

The largest set of the above records consist of the 

Old German Files.  Access online of these records 

are made available on Fold3.  

 

ENEMY ALIEN AFFIDAVITS: 

 

Following the onset of hostilities during World War 

I, non-naturalized "Enemy Aliens" by definition, 

were required to register with United States 

authorities as a national security measure. Under 

the provisions of a Presidential Proclamation of 

April 6, 1917.  

 

All  non-naturalized male and female aliens were 

likewise required to register as an additional 

national security measure that included those 

women of American birth that were married to 

enemy aliens.   

 

From the collection, 5929 Affidavits have been 

digitized and are found online at the National 

Archives website.  The remaining Affidavits are 

located either at Washington, DC or one of the 

Regional Archives .  Some of the indexes have 

found their way online on Ancestry.   

 

GORRELL'S HISTORY-AEF  

 

Documentation on personnel serving in the Air 

Service is found among the rosters included in this 

history found on 58 rolls of microfilm available at 

the National Archive. Some of the interesting  

records included are Rosters, Muster Rolls, and other 

related genealogical details for your ancestors. These 

are located on www.fold3.com  

 

TROOPSHIP MANIFESTS:  

 

Troopship manifests provide a complete listing of the 

Army personnel that went overseas to France and 

returned back to the United States.  

 

These records are now scanned and available on 

Ancestry. The originals are part of  RG92 located in the 

Quartermaster General collection that is available at the 

National Archives in College  Park, MD. The manifests 

contain the following: 

 

 Name of Soldier 

 Rank  

 Service Number  

 Company/Regiment/Unit  

 Next or Kin/Emergency Contact 

Address/Relationship  

 

WOUND CHEVRONS/WAR CASUALTIES: 

 

Reports on casualties otherwise called Wound Chevron 

provide valuable service information including the 

injury and location of service. Found in RG391 at the 

National Archives Including the following information:  

 

 Name of Soldier 

 Service Number  

 Military Unit/Organization  

 Rank  

 Date of Wounding (or Gassing)  

 Location of Incident  

 

Usually they are recorded at the end of the units 

military information-under Special Order or General 

Orders. Records are not filmed or scanned and are only 

available at the National Archives in College Park, MD 

 

http://www.fold3.com


MORNING REPORTS: 

 

These reports were filled out by the clerks for each 

military unit.  As the name implies they were listed 

each day.  Original copies of reports are available at 

the NPRC office only. Written requests are not 

accepted for this set of records. The military unit of 

the Veteran must be known to locate the reports.  

 

Morning Reports available without restrictions: 

Army, 1912-1959-Archival (also Army Air Corps) 

 

The Morning Reports list the following types of 

information on the daily records: 

 

 Record the daily activity for a particular unit. 

 Record illness, wounds, hospitals soldier went. 

 Record changes in rank, and transfers  

 Record changes in status MIA, POW, KIA. 

 Record awards, ribbons soldiers received  

 

GREAT WAR HISTORY COMMISSION:  
 

After the end of the war in 1918-several states created 

the War History Commission and put together 

questionnaires for the soldiers/sailors upon their 

return to civilian life. Some of these states include-

Missouri, Pennsylvania, and Virginia.  

 

These surveys come with valuable genealogical 

information and can sometimes include photographs 

of the service member.  Consult your individual State 

Archives/Library for regarding this collection.  

 

GOLD STAR MOTHERS: 

 

The Term “Gold Star Mother” was applied to those 

woman who had lost sons in World War I.  This 

group was first organized in the days after the war.  

Later this was extended to include widows. All of 

these woman received a Gold Star medal-for their 

fallen hero; being encouraged them to display in their 

homes.  In 1929-President Calvin Coolidge passed 

the bill-made into law that year—for Mother’s and 

Widow’s of soldier who died between April 5, 1917-

July 1, 1921.   

 

On October 31, 1933-when the program ended-6,693 

of the eligible 17,389 woman made the pilgrimage.  

The original files are held at the National Archives, 

but an online index exists on www.ancestry.com  

 

VETERAN CLAIM FILES: 

 

In 1921 United States Congress created the Veterans 

Bureau for veterans to file for benefits. Later in 1930 

President Hoover combined Veterans Bureau, with 

the Bureau of Pensions, and, Home for Disabled 

Veterans into a single office called the Veterans 

Administration now called Veterans Affairs.  

 

Records at the National Archives are part of RG15 

and are located onsite at the National Personnel 

Record Center where the claim files cover the years 

of 1917-1948. The claim files have two numbering 

designations.  If the veteran file number is preceded 

by a “C” this indicates the person is alive requesting 

benefits. Once Deceased that numbering Changes as 

the file number it now preceded by an “XC”. 

 

Files contain genealogy documents of interest that are 

including birth, marriage, and death certificates. This 

is along with documentation of immediate family 

members with address and details of the veterans 

military service.. In addition to the wealth of family 

information contained in the original documents there 

are also several insurance policies that are part of the 

claim file process as soldier filled out the forms.  

http://www.ancestry.com


STATE/LOCAL RESOURCES: 

 

Once the Federal level records have been exhausted , 

researchers can next look to using State and Local 

resources including the following: 

 

 Veteran Affairs Office Records (Burials) 

 Veteran Compensation Files (Filed by State) 

 

Each State recorded National Guard militia  muster 

rolls of volunteers.  These men would have been 

called up for active duty in time of crisis.  They are 

part of the Adjutant General Office (AGO).  

 

Consult your individual State for materials for you 

World War I veterans. Genealogists should also 

consider that personnel ephemera could be in your 

own families including diaries, letters, and postcards.   
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