
Meet the Past
Saturday, 15 February, 1 - 3 pm, Beck Room

Bon Air Presbyterian Church
Rachel Stanton

Professional Living Historian

Join us for something every genealogist dreams of … a trip into the past! 
Meet two very different women.

One lives in Richmond, Virginia, during the Civil War. Behind closed doors … no one really knows what a
family in the South endures at home when their husbands, sons and fathers go off to fight. Stories from inside
their homes and those of their neighbors, relatives, and rare newspapers help you experience some of the
successes, failures, hardships and incredible creativity and perseverance those who stayed at home endured. 

From a very different era we meet Elizabeth Posthuma Gwilllim Simcoe (1762-1850 who was born and died
in England, but when her husband is appointed Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada (Ontario) from
1791-1796, she accompanies him into the few civilized cities and the wilderness. You will meet a woman
who has the opportunity to contrast  her contemporaries of the ballrooms and the ancestral homes of England
with the people who settled in Canandian cities, the soldiers, the sailors, the natives, the guides and with the
wonders of the late 18th century British North American wilderness. You'll find she has an unusual account
of her travels and the people she meets which is refreshingly different from what you might expect, even
reflecting back 15 years after her return to England.

Through our two-hour living history program you will get to meet each woman in her time, then hear in our
time what genealogical facts were available and the additional research it took to recreate these two people
and their stories. The same principles apply to your research!

Living history is not scripted. It is not a play or a skit. It is an interactive educational and entertainment
technique, and the product of a deep and thorough research to recreate a person who lived in another time
period. Rachel Stanton creates this experience allowing you to meet and speak with a person from the past.
She not only researches the standard genealogical resources, but also explores each character’s
contemporaries, clothing, language, habits, food, education, religion, music, customs, events and
circumstances of everyday life. 

Rachel Stanton is a professional living historian with a career spanning several decades. She has worked for
the world’s largest living history museum, America’s largest castle, Federal and State parks and museums,
schools, historical sites, special events and films. Owner of two living history companies, she has a collection
of books, costuming, accessories and props spanning four centuries, plus livestock to accessorize them!

Registration is now open. See registration form on page ___ GRIVA members $20, non-members $25.
Register by mail or PayPal. (Please mention Meet the Past in the memo box.). 


