
 
GRIVA . . . to promote, foster, and encourage serious and accurate genealogical and historical 

research by all means possible, including instruction, seminars, workshops, and field trips. 

 

 

 Serving the Genealogical Community since 1981 

            GRIVA News & Notes 
                                         Honored by NGS in 2015 and 2016 

                                      March 2020                                             Volume XL, Number 3
  

 

JANE SCLATER BOOKER 
(ca. 1795 - p. 1860) 

 

ane Sclater was the youngest child 

of John and Mary Kirby Sclater, a 

York County family, as noted in 

George Wallace Selden’s The Sclater 

Family in Virginia.
1
 She 

was probably born about 

1795, judging from her age 

listed in the 1860 census;
2
 

other census records have 

her born several years after 

her father’s death. Jane 

was not mentioned by 

name in her father’s 1797 

will,
3
 but she and her 

surviving sisters, Elizabeth 

and Mildred, were named in their 

brother John’s 1806 will.
4 

 Scraps of Jane’s childhood exist in 

the York County guardian accounts. 

William S. Sclater, probably her 

brother, served as her guardian, at least 

in 1810 and 1811. For 1810, her 

account included payments for 8 yards 

of Dimity @ 3/yd, a pair of Morocco 

shoes, 12 yards of “Linnen” @ 3/3/yd. 

These items were evidently bought in 

July. On 12 August she went to 

Norfolk for which she received £6/6/0 

in cash; in Norfolk she received 

another £6/0/0.
5
 In 1811 she received 

$10 in February and $1 in March. In 

May her account showed the purchase 

of a pair of shoes @ $1 and a cash 

disbursement of $20. In August she

received another $5, and in September 

$16.50 and a pair of Morocco shoes 

that cost $1.25.
6 

 At some point before 15 November 

1816, Jane married George 

Booker, who may have 

been a native of Henrico 

County.
7
 Jane and her 

sisters, Elizabeth Booker 

(wife of Richard Booker, 

no proven relation to Jane’s 

husband) and Mildred 

Armistead (widow of Moss 

Armistead), were parties to 

a contract to sell a parcel of 

land in York County. Jane was “privily 

examined” in Henrico as required by 

law and Elizabeth in Elizabeth City 

County.
8 

I stumbled across a reference 

to this sale in an indenture in the York 

County records; it contained no details, 

just the names.  

 It was then that I discovered that 

Jane was living in Richmond. Her 

children were mentioned in Mildred’s 

1821 will
9
 and that of Mildred’s son 

William Moss Armistead
10

 in 1838. 

Because I’d never come across any 

George Bookers other than the ones in 

my family, I jumped to the conclusion 

that young Jane had married her sister 

Elizabeth’s father-in-law and then 

proceeded to run off and live with a 
 

See Finding Aunt Jane, page 44
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 For the foreseeable future, all 

GRIVA events have been cancelled or 

are being presented online. Watch for 

more information in GRIVA.Notes, on 

Facebook or Twitter, or check out 

GRIVA.org. 

President’s Corner 
 

ne hundred years from now, what will your descendants find 

in your family story about the Pandemic of 2020? Are you 

documenting your experience with letters to and from family 

and friends, journals, or personal videos? There will be plenty of 

historical news to read, assuming it is still all saved in the “cloud” 

somewhere. But what about your family’s personal story? 

 I have asked my children, husband, and various family members 

to journal about their experiences during this worldwide crisis. They 

are scattered around the world and states (Germany, South America, 

Iowa, Louisiana, New Mexico, Georgia, etc.) and will each have a 

unique perspective of the situation. My plan is to consolidate their 

stories and add them to the family genealogy, not only online but 

with my collection of family letters dating back to the 1800’s. My 

hope is that one day someone will be interested in reading how the 

family endured during 2020. 

 As GRIVA moves forward during the crisis, we will begin 

utilizing the online platform Zoom for meetings. First up will be 

DNA SIG led by Paula Williams on Tuesday, April 14, at 7 

p.m. Thank you, Paula, for being our first presenter! You should all 

have received the GRIVA email with the instruction on how to join 

the meeting. The email also addresses the future scheduling of 

programs. Please keep updated by reading the emails, checking the 

GRIVA Facebook page, or the GRIVA website. We will do our best 

to keep providing programming for the organization! 

 As everyone is already saying, we will get through this and soon 

be able to meet again, face to face. Until that time arrives, please 

keep yourself and loved ones safe and healthy. 

  Aggie Gallagher, President 
 

 

 

 

 

Coming Programs 
  

 Unless otherwise noted, all lectures are 

held in the Beck Room, Bon Air 

Presbyterian Church (BAPC), 9201 West 

Huguenot Road. 

24 March 2020 – 1:45 p.m. 

Rescheduled for 1 December 2020 

*Location – Classrooms, BAPC 

The Central Rappahannock Heritage Center 

Beth Daly, Outreach Coordinator 

 The Central Rappahannock Heritage 

Center, founded in 1997, and known as The 

Heritage Center, is an all-volunteer, non-

profit regional archives dedicated to the 

preservation of historical documents and 

photographs relating to the history and 

people of the City of Fredericksburg and the 

counties of Caroline, King George, 

Spotsylvania, and Stafford. 

28 April 2020 – 7:30 p.m. – Online 

Tell Me a Story 

 Everyone has a story! Have you found 

an unforgettable character in your family? 

Tell us about him/her! Do you maintain a 

family blog with stories? Or have you 

written an article or book? Tell us your 

story! Details to follow in GRIVA.Notes. 

26 May 2020 – 7:30 p.m. 

To be rescheduled 

Off the Beaten Track:  

Using the Internet and Other Resources 

Betty Owensbey, Independent Historian 

and Author 

 Having researched the Civil War for 40 

years, a historian describes how newly 

available internet resources have deepened 

her perspectives. Betty is the author of five 

non-fiction books based on events and 

people of the Civil War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O 
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Finding Aunt Jane — from page 41  
 

 

 

 

 

 

man in Richmond. I spoke on the 

subject and wrote on the subject. It was 

a great story, but I was wrong! After 

consulting with another genealogist, I 

was directed to Henrico County 

documents that set me straight. 

 George Booker, according to the 

census data, was a Virginian. He died 

23 January 1850 at age 59, so he 

must’ve been born about 1791.
11

 His 

funeral was held at St. John’s in 

Richmond, but I found no record of his 

burial. I have been unable to discover 

his origins although a George as head 

of household was listed in 

the 1810 census in Henrico. 

No male of about age 19 

was included, so this 

family may or may not 

have been Jane’s in-laws. 

There are statements in the 

St. John’s (Henrico Parish) 

record that a George 

Booker died in 1840 and 

was buried near twelve 

young sisters. Whose 

sisters they were isn’t 

stated. Some of George and 

Jane’s children were buried “36 feet 

from the main entrance of the walk.” 

 In a number of records, George is 

referred to as “Captain.” He may have 

been in the militia; there were several 

men of the name in the War of 1812 

records. Another possibility is that he 

was involved in shipping. The 1830 

census
12

 for Richmond listed a George 

of the right age and a woman of Jane’s 

age. On the same page but not counted 

was “Geo. Booker Ag
t
 of Dock 

Comp
y
.” At some point George may 

have commanded a merchant vessel.  

 Jane and George had a number of 

children but may have lost many of 

them as evidenced by the statement in 

the Henrico Parish records. Son 

William was born 10 October 1817 

and christened at St. John’s 28 January 

1838.
13

 A daughter, Virginia, was 

buried from the Church 21 August 

1841.
14

  

 In 1820
15

 George’s household 

included a male under 10 (William, no 

doubt) and two little girls under 10. In 

addition to the male 26 to 45 (George), 

there was another male under 26.  

 The 1830 census reports a family 

consisting of a boy 10 to 14 (William), 

a man 30 to 39 (George), and three 

girls, one under 4, one between 5 and 

9, and another between 10 and 14, a 

woman 30 to 39 (Jane), and an older 

female between 70 and 79. 

 Because he died in January of that 

year, George was not listed in the 1850 

census.
16

 This was the first time the US 

census included names of members of 

households, and living with Jane M. 

(50), now head, were Sarah (30), 

William (28), and Jane M. (25), all 

surnamed Booker. Relationships were 

not stated, but it seems safe to assume 

that these were Jane and George’s 

surviving offspring. Also in the house 

was Sarah Blackwell, 84, born in 

Virginia. Jane had an aunt Sarah 

Kerby, but she was older than Sarah 

Blackwell. Of course, she may have 

been George’s kinswoman. At any 

rate, the old lady died 2 June 1851 and 

was buried in Shockoe Cemetery in 

Richmond.
17 

 The 1819 Richmond city directory 

lists “George Booker, carpenter,” on 

the south side of “H [Broad], bt 24
th

 

and 25
th

 sts. c h” [Church Hill].
18

 

Elliott & Nye’s Virginia Directory and 

Business Register for 1852 listed Mrs. 

Jane Booker on “s Broad between 23
rd

 

and 24
th

 streets.” 

  

 See Finding Aunt Jane, page 52 
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Finding Duplicate Photos by David Jordan 

 

 

ne of the challenges every genealogist faces 

when collecting and digitizing hundreds of 

photos across the years is the problem of 

duplicate photos. You’ve been scanning a batch of 

photos but there are some you just know you have 

digitized earlier but you cannot find them on your 

computer. Where are they? Very frustrating. 

 I found this software package by Ashisoft 

(https://www.ashisoft.com) called Duplicate Photo 

Finder. It was well worth the price in my time 

savings. It works as advertised! Let’s look at the 

package in action. 

 

 

Figure 1 is the startup window. Looking at the options up top, you can tell the program to find exact 

duplicate photos or photos that are similar. You can also have the program check for rotated or flipped 

photos! Next, click on the Add Path button to add folders to this box. You can also choose to include 

sub-folders. 

            

 

  

See Finding Duplicate Photos, page 46 

 

 

O 

Figure 1 

https://www.ashisoft.com/
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Finding Duplicate Photos — from page 45   

Support GRIVA at AmazonSmile 

 
 Amazon.com’s Smile Foundation will make a donation to GRIVA each time you shop! If you haven’t already 

registered, go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1258689. Then, each time you shop, log onto smile.amazon.com and 

shop to your heart’s content. You’ll find the same low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, but as a bonus, GRIVA will receive 0.5 percent of your total purchase. GRIVA appreciates your 

support! 

 

 

 

Now click on the blue START SEARCH button. Figure 2 shows the progress report. A progress 

“clock” tracks the percentage completed. In this example there are two folders being searched. There are 

630 photos in those two folders. 

See Finding Duplicate Photos, page 57 

 

 

 

Figure 2 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1258689
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Ask Genie: Are You Stuck? More Ideas 

 

 

 

Dear Genie, 

 I’ve looked here and I’ve looked there, and I still can’t find my [fill in the 

blank]. Now what? Stuck 

 

Dear Stuck, 

 

ow that you’ve gone through 

all your files and made a to-do 

list (See GRIVA News & 

Notes, December 2019), it is not time 

to rest. There are still clues to be 

ferreted out! Genealogy is not a new 

pastime, but the way we pursue it has 

changed over the years. And we can 

benefit from those who have studied 

before us. 

 In the beginning there was the 

ancient art of letter writing. Folks 

interested in their heritage wrote to 

aunts, uncles, cousins, government 

officials, and anyone else they could 

think of who might have the 

information they sought. (You can 

often find these letters safely preserved 

in archives and libraries, particularly in 

vertical files.) Family lineages were 

published in periodicals such as the 

William and Mary Quarterly or Tyler’s 

Quarterly. (See GRIVA News & Notes, 

December 2018, for information about 

Swem’s Index to these and other 

publications.) Charts were drawn and 

donated to archives and libraries for 

posterity. Some newspapers had 

columns that answered questions or 

reported on research strategies. Most 

work was done locally, unless one 

enjoyed travel. Search broadly. As 

family history became a popular 

hobby, organizations, like GRIVA, 

sprung up, and the periodicals they 

produced added to research options. 

 

The Genealogical Helper 
 The Genealogical Helper, a 

publication dedicated to informing and 

connecting family researchers, was 

established in 1947 by Walter Everton. 

The Helper, a bimonthly magazine, 

emphasized content, continuing 

education, and research resources 

through a wealth of highly informative 

articles, lists, book reviews, and more. 

The Helper was the ‘bible’ of the 

industry for 50 years, aiding both 

professional genealogists and amateur 

family history researchers. Issues of 

the magazine dedicate pages and pages 

to researchers’ queries. Additionally, 

the magazine highlighted record 

groups and methods, many not easily 

accessed today on any computer 

service! However, as have many hard-

copy publications, The Helper met its 

demise with the advent of the 

computer age. Because it is still under 

copyright protection, The Helper is not 

online. However, MyHeritage, who 

now owns rights to the publication, 

offers a search of the issues. NOTE: 

You must be a member of MyHeritage 

to access content. MyHeritage.com can 

be accessed at no charge at the LDS 

Family History Center, 5600 

Monument Avenue, Richmond. 

[MyHeritage.com > Research Tab > 

Search all records > in keyword field 

enter Genealogical Helper, no quotes > 

in left-hand column click Directories, 

Guides & References > Genealogical 

Helper]. You can add search terms, or 

just browse an issue. Alternatively, 

search WorldCat for a library near you 

with past issues of The Helper 

available for perusal. HathiTrust.org 

See Ask Genie, page 48 

N 
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Ask Genie — from page 47 
 

 

 

offers limited access to this periodical, 

but Archive.org has no listing for it. 

 

Family Registry 
 In 1983, the LDS Family History 

Library instituted the Family Registry. 

An early computerized indexing 

system, the Family Registry boasted 

60,000 registrants by September 1984. 

Members of the LDS Church, as 

well as the general public, were 

encouraged to register their research 

interests. Microfiche copies of the 

index were distributed quarterly to 

Family History Centers worldwide. 

Using the Family Registry, 

genealogists could locate others, 

working on the same families or in 

the same research areas, with whom 

they could share information and 

coordinate work. The last quarterly 

collection, available at the Monument 

Avenue Family History Center, is 

dated January 1996. 

 

International Genealogical Index 
 Another set of microfiche 

researchers pored over at Family 

History Centers was the International 

Genealogical Index (IGI). The IGI, 

first published in 1973, is a database of 

hundreds of millions of entries, each 

recording one event, such as a birth, a 

baptism, a marriage, or a death, dating 

from the 1500s. The information came 

from one of two data streams: the 

Community Indexed IGI and the 

Community Contributed IGI. 

 The Community Indexed entries 

were extracted from source material 

such as church and vital records. The 

film number of the source collection is 

included so one can review the original 

record for more complete details. A 

large number of these records came 

from British parish records. 

 The Community Contributed IGI is 

comprised of a set of records submitted 

to the church, primarily by members, 

for which no historical record 

collection source is known. Clues, yes, 

but no sourced evidence. 

 For more information about the 

IGI, see 

www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Interna

tional_Genealogical_Index_(IGI)_-

_FamilySearch_Historical_Records. 

 

Ancestral File 
 While folks were searching the 

microfiche, the digital age was 

dawning. The IGI became available on 

compact discs, as did a new collection, 

Ancestral File. Ancestral File was a 

computerized collection of genealogies 

submitted by researchers worldwide. It 

was the first database that linked 

generations and could include the date 

and place of one or many events. 

(Information varied by submitter.) The 

CD collection provided the name and 

address of the submitter to facilitate 

collaboration. It’s major failing was 

the inability to cite the source of each 

‘fact.’ Submissions to Ancestral File 

closed in 2003, with approximately 40 

million names. (Ancestral File can now 

be accessed at FamilySearch.org, but 

the online version no longer contains 

contact information for submitters.) 

 For more information, see, 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/

Ancestral_File. 

 

Pedigree Resource File 
 And then, in 1999, came the 

Pedigree Resource File (PRF). PRF 

solved the sourcing problem, allowing 

submitters to attach source citations 

and notes to their tree. While some 

  

See Ask Genie, page 56 

http://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/International_Genealogical_Index_(IGI)_-_FamilySearch_Historical_Records
http://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/International_Genealogical_Index_(IGI)_-_FamilySearch_Historical_Records
http://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/International_Genealogical_Index_(IGI)_-_FamilySearch_Historical_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ancestral_File
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ancestral_File
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January Luncheon 

 

 

 

RIVA members met Monday, 

20 January, for our biannual 

Book Luncheon, Non-fiction. 

But they got more than they bargained 

for as unpublished stories were also 

shared, to the fascination of all. 

 Carolyn Goudie reported on a 

long-term research project that is 

coming to fruition. Using family 

letters, Chancery Court suits, maps, tax 

records, and other records, she has 

unraveled the story of an enslaved 

family from Mecklenburg County who 

became landowners in Chesterfield 

County. And the twists and turns were 

fascinating! (She will talk about this 

case at GRIVA’s 28 April meeting. 

See page 51 for details.) 

 Jeannie Brydon, a Rucker family 

researcher, introduced us to Rucker 

descendant Laura Bullion, a real-life 

floozy and outlaw, who rode with 

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid 

and the Hole in the Wall gang. She 

went to prison for her participation in a 

train robbery and emerged three years 

later as Freda Lincoln. The full story 

will be published in an upcoming 

Rucker Family Newsletter. 

   

 Trish Little Taylor, a veteran Irish 

researcher, recommends John 

Grenham’s Tracing Your Irish 

Ancestry, fifth edition. Since the 

publication of the fourth edition in 

2012, modern technology has greatly 

expanded research opportunities. This 

new edition combines a familiar 

detailed guide for beginners with 

thorough descriptions of all the useful 

sources and a county-by-county 

reference list. Some of the recently 

added sources are the GRO record 

images on IrishGenealogy; the 

National Library Catholic parish 

register images; the huge increase in 

digitized newspaper archives in 

Britain and Ireland; the amazing 

LDS Registry of Deeds collection; 

and the flood of new Irish 

digitization produced by the 

competition between Ancestry and 

FindMyPast.ie. It is an exciting time 

to be researching one’s Irish 

ancestors! 

 The Caroline County Historical 

Society has recently received a 

donation of several albums containing 

many photos of the Presgraves, 

Motley, and Boulware families of 

Caroline County, 1900 to 1941, from 

James Presgraves, former county 

resident, and well-known proprietor of 

Bookworm & Silverfish. 

 Brent Morgan, longtime 

researcher, offered some advice 

gleaned after years of genealogical 

research: join a genealogical 

organization where you live, but as 

importantly, join societies where 

your ancestors lived. He shared a 

copy of OGN, the Ohio 

Genealogical Society’s newsletter, 

which included articles on “What’s 

New in Old Records” and 

“Celebrating a School,” both useful 

to Ohio researchers, no matter 

where they live now. Also 

recommended was Thomas W. 

Jones’ Mastering Genealogical 

Proof (published 2013 by the 

National Genealogical Society), a 

workbook that impresses the value 

and use of the components of the 

Genealogical Proof Standard. 

  See January Luncheon, page 50 

G 
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January Luncheon — from page 49 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 This year, which is the 100
th

 

anniversary of the 19
th

 amendment, the 

Library of Virginia offers a collection 

of records available for transcription 

online: Equal Suffrage League of 

Virginia, 1908-1938.  

(See virginiamemory.com/transcribe/) 

 Also reported was the Civil War 

Photo Sleuth Project (CWPS), a joint 

effort of Virginia Tech’s Crowd 

Intelligence Lab, Military Images 

Magazine, and the Virginia Center for 

Civil War Studies. The project’s 

mission is to rediscover the lost names 

and stories of every photo of American 

Civil War soldiers and sailors. CWPS 

encourages owners of Civil War era 

photos to add scans to their archive, 

making the photos accessible and 

searchable in one centralized place. 

(See www.civilwarphotosleuth.com/) 

 Returning to the theme of 

researching women, attendees were 

advised not to let the title of a book 

dissuade them from picking it up. 

Suzanne Lebsock’s The Free Women 

of Petersburg: Status and Culture in a 

Southern Town, 1784-1860, is a prime 

example. The author set out to answer 

the question: Did the position of 

women in America deteriorate or

improve in the first half of the 

nineteenth century? Additionally, she 

sought to understand women’s culture. 

These questions were answered 

through the court documents of the 

City of Petersburg. But this framework 

can be applied to women’s lives in 

other communities, making this book 

valuable for all researchers seeking to 

understand their grandmothers’ lives. 

For those wishing a deeper dive into 

women and the law, Marylynn 

Salmon’s Women and the Law of 

Property in Early America was also 

recommended. 

 A final book recommended to the 

group was Creating Family Archives: 

A Step-by-Step Guide to Saving Your 

Memories for Future Generations by 

Margot Note and recently published by 

the Society of American Archivists. 

More information on this book can be 

found in the December 2019 issue of 

GRIVA News & Notes. 

 So now we can do sound research, 

online and off, understanding the 

dictates of various areas and eras, 

preserve our findings, and tell our 

stories! What a great collection of 

sources! Join us in June for our Book 

Luncheon, Fiction. 

  

http://www.virginiamemory.com/transcribe/
https://www.civilwarphotosleuth.com/
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GRIVA April 28 Program: Tell Me a Story 

VA April 28  

 

Everyone has a story. Every story matters. 

 ~ Nicole Wedemeyer Miller 

 

 

STORIES FROM OUR OWN GRIVA MEMBERS!! 
 

We need you to share one of your genealogy gems. Your story can be about: 

 

 A colorful ancestor or family. Give us the juicy details. 

 

 Your published work about an ancestor or family line. By “published,” it 

doesn't have to be something published by a magazine or book publisher. 

It can be something you have shared within your family, either printed or 

electronically, or in a blog. Tell us about your subject and how you 

brought the material together to publish your story. 

 

 A challenging genealogy riddle you have solved. Tell us about the riddle 

and how you went about solving it and, of course, present your finished 

results. 

 

A FEW GROUND RULES –  

 

15 MINUTES: Keep your presentation to 15 minutes or less including time for Q&A. 

 

VISUALS: If possible, provide visuals to help our members connect with your story. A computer will be 

provided. Email your presentation to David Jordan (djordan4gs@gmail.com) to load onto the computer. Also 

bring your presentation on a USB drive and save your presentation online as backup. A projector will be 

available to share on a computer screen. We also have free WiFi if you wish to share a blog or other online 

visuals. 

 

KEY DATES: Let David Jordan (djordan4gs@gmail.com) know you are interested in presenting your story by 

April 7 so selection decisions can be made by April 10. Provide your materials to David by April 21 to organize 

the materials on the computer. 

 

EVERYBODY ELSE: If you are not presenting but have a binder or notebook or folder with your genealogy 

work, bring it to share with the rest of our members. We will place all materials on a table for viewing. Your 

way of bringing genealogy research to light can inspire others to tell their stories. Whether simple or polished, 

we all have to start somewhere!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:djordan4gs@gmail.com
mailto:djordan4gs@gmail.com
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Finding Aunt Jane — from page 44 
 

 In 1860, Jane, 65 (which, as stated 

earlier, is probably correct); Sarah, 30; 

and Jane, 25; all Bookers, were still 

living in Richmond. Also in the 

household were Sallie Lambert, 24; 

William S. Wood, 40; Mary E. Wood, 

13; and James E. Wood, 11. It is 

interesting to note that daughters Sarah 

and Jane had not aged at all since 

1850. It is doubtful that Sallie was a 

daughter since there was already a 

Sarah.  

 Civil War historian Bob Krick sent 

information about William S. Wood. 

His obituary in the Richmond 

Dispatch
19

 stated that he married the 

daughter of “Capt. George Booker of 

Church Hill” and that she had died 

long since and was buried in 

Hollywood Cemetery. The Richmond 

Dispatch of 11 June 1864
20

 noted that 

Jane M., wife of Major William S. 

Wood, had expired the day before. It 

may be concluded that the young 

Wood children in the 1860 census 

were William’s children by a first 

wife. William and Jane were married 7 

June 1864,
21

 so theirs was a very brief 

union. 

 Records indicated that George had 

slaves, and in 1860 Jane Booker of 

Richmond City
22

 had one slave and 

Jane Booker of Henrico
23

 owned a 

slave. These are probably the same 

Jane.  

 In 1870 Jane was not listed in the 

Henrico census. Neither was Sarah. 

There was a William Booker, 45, his 

wife, and two children living in 

Richmond. I have not pursued this 

family further. I concluded that Aunt 

Jane died sometime after 1860. I have 

found no record of her death, but if it 

occurred during the Civil War or the 

upheaval afterward, that is not 

surprising. 

 

*I descend from Jane’s sister Elizabeth and Jane’s brother William 

Sheldon Sclater. To this day I have not identified Captain George 

Booker of Church Hill. 

 

Post Script: Jane Booker’s obituary was found at 

VirginiaChronicle.com as published in the 26 September 1867 

issue of the Richmond Daily Dispatch. 

    “On the 25
th

 instant, Mrs. JANE M. BOOKER, in the seventy-

seventh year of her age. 

     Her friends and those of her son-in-law, Major William S. 

Wood, are invited to attend the funeral from the First Presbyterian 

(Dr. Moore’s) church THIS AFTERNOON at 4 o’clock.” 

 Her remains rest in Hollywood Cemetery, Section Q, Lot 14, as 

posted at FindAGrave.com, Memorial 92830406, entered 30 June 

2012 by Graves. There is no photograph. 

  

Editor’s Note: Dr. von Schilling first wrote about Jane Sclater Booker for GRIVA 

News & Notes in the September 2005 issue for the “Ask Genie” column. At that 

time she believed that Jane married an elderly George Booker, and after his death, 

had children by an unidentified partner. There were many questions! After 

additional research, the mystery of Jane’s life was revealed. The original article is 

posted in the “Members Only” section of GRIVA.org. A full listing of the 

resources used in solving the problem of Jane Sclater Booker can be found in the 

“Members Only” section of GRIVA.org. See Finding Aunt Jane, page 58 
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Blast from the Past: Definitions 

 

 

See Blast from the Past, page 59 
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GRIVA at the Library of Virginia 

 

GRIVA Fall Conference 

featuring 

Annette Burke Lyttle 
Consulting Heritage Detective 

3 October 2020 

Virginia War Memorial 

Richmond, Virginia 

Topics 

Colonial American Migration Routes and Modes of Travel 

How Advertising Brought Our Ancestors to the Midwest 

Reconstructing the Lives of Our Farming Ancestors 

Dig Deeper into FamilySearch 

 

 

 

ore than 30 GRIVA members took a field 

trip in December to the Library of 

Virginia for a tour of the seldom seen 

departments that support the research we do at the 

Library and remotely. Divided into two groups, we 

visited the Conservation Lab, Special Collections 

area, and Photographic and Digital Imaging 

department. 

 Many thanks to Leslie Courtois, Mark 

Fagerburg, Meg Eastman, shepherds Dawn and 

Elyse of the Library of Virginia Foundation, and 

especial thanks to Audrey McElhinney who 

arranged the tour as well as served as tour guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M 

Special Collections 

Photographic and  

Digital Imaging 

Conservation Lab 

Photos courtesy of  

Library of Virginia 
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Help Wanted! 

 

 

s we approach the end of GRIVA’s 2019-

2020 year, we are looking ahead to 2020-

2021. And you can help! We are looking for folks 

to fill the following positions: 

 

 

1. Fall Conference Committee Co-Chair 

The co-chair assists the chairman in the first year, then rises to become the chairman for the 

following year. The chairman and the co-chair coordinate the activities of all the committees that 

make the conference happen! 

 

2.  Program Committee Chairman 

GRIVA has daytime and evening activities that need to be planned. This can be a one-person job, 

or the chairman can appoint committee members. 

 

3.  Webmaster 

Are you familiar with blog maintenance? GRIVA needs you! 

 

4.  Editorial Committee 

Do you have an idea for an article for GRIVA News & Notes? Do you like to write? Even if you 

don’t like to write, our newsletter is always on the lookout for new thoughts. 

 

5.  Field Trip Committee Position filled! Thank you! 

This committee has been inactive of late due to reduced numbers of travelers. However, renewed 

interest has arisen, thus GRIVA needs a chairman for this committee to coordinate research trips 

to Washington, D.C., and/or Raleigh, North Carolina. 

 

6.  Public Relations Committee 

We need someone to compile a list of our sister genealogical/historical organizations and keep 

them informed of GRIVA’s activities. This position compliments the current PR efforts directed 

to public media (print, digital, and on-air).  

 

Committee members and chairmen are not required to be a member of GRIVA’s Board of 

Directors. However... 

 

7.  Board Member 

GRIVA runs on people power, led by a rotating Board of Directors. Terms are three years and 

can be reelected. Looking for folks with energy and ideas! 

 

 If you can help GRIVA with any of these 

positions, please contact a sitting board member or 

respond to GRIVA.Notes@gmail.com. 

 

Location, location, location! 
 GRIVA is always looking for low or no-fee 

venues for our various meetings, day and evening.

A site that accommodates approximately thirty 

individuals, has convenient parking, and allows 

reservations two or three months in advance is 

ideal. WiFi is an important plus for any site. If you 

know of such a perfect place, please respond to 

GRIVA.Notes@gmail.com or contact any sitting 

board member. 

 

A 

mailto:GRIVA.Notes@gmail.com
mailto:GRIVA.Notes@gmail.com
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2020 United States Census 
 

The 2020 Census is happening now. 

You can respond online, by phone, or by mail. 

https://my2020census.gov/ 

 

Ask Genie — from page 48 

 

Ancestral File contributors also 

submitted their records to PRF, it is 

wise to search both databases as 

Ancestral File trees were not merged 

into PRF. PRF can now be accessed at 

FamilySearch.org where it still accepts 

submissions, which number over 220 

million records. Once submitted to 

PRF, a tree cannot be edited. In other 

words, if you have submitted Grandma 

with the maiden name Jones, and then 

discover her name was Smith, you 

cannot alter the original submission.  

(There is a workaround. See ‘For more 

information....’) Information submitted 

to the PRF has been 

added to FamilySearch 

Family Tree and can be 

edited, corrected, or 

modified in that format. 

NOTE: Sources, documentation, and 

other notes cited in PRF were not 

added to FamilySearch Family Tree. 

PRF is a safe place to archive your 

unalterable family tree. Each 

submission is stored in The LDS’s 

Granite Mountain Records Vault near 

Salt Lake City. (The online version of 

Pedigree Resource File no longer 

contains contact information for 

submitters.) 

 For more information, see 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/

Pedigree_Resource_File. 

 

FamilySearch.org: Genealogies 
 IGI, Ancestral File, and Pedigree 

Resource File, as well as four other 

databases (Guild of One-Name 

Studies, Early Utah Community Trees, 

Oral Genealogies, Partner Trees) can 

now be searched online at 

FamilySearch.org. Under the Search 

tab, click Genealogies. Search all 

databases together, or select the 

database of interest. You will find 

hundreds of millions of names, 

relationships, dates, and places. Clues, 

all clues! 

 

Online Trees 
 Today we also have FamilySearch 

Family Trees, Ancestry Family Trees, 

MyHeritage Trees, and many other 

online tree builders. They are 

promoted as avenues of collaboration 

and information sharing. However, like 

all compiled family histories, in print 

or published digitally, they provide 

only clues! Neither FamilySearch.org 

nor Ancestry.com nor any of the other 

providers check the accuracy of any 

contributed genealogy! It is up to you 

to verify each piece of information! 

The proof is up to you! 

  

 And so, dear Stuck, before you 

give up on your [fill in the blank], be 

sure you have followed all the clues. 

 

  

https://my2020census.gov/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Pedigree_Resource_File
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Pedigree_Resource_File
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Meet the Past 2020 

 

 

istorical actress Rachel Stanton invited GRIVA members to join her at a 

Civil War era house party in Richmond. Guests had plenty of handwork, as 

their ancestors might have. Some unraveled worn-out knit work, preserving 

the yarn. Others drew out knitting needles and put that yarn back to good use. 

Waste was not an option. Hardships were acknowledged, but workarounds and 

creative substitutes eased the privations, and a good time was had by all. 

 After a short intermission, Elizabeth Posthuma 

Gwillim Simcoe (1762-1850) joined us. When her 

husband, John Graves Simcoe, was appointed 

Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada (Ontario) in 

1791, she accompanied him into the few civilized 

cities and the untamed wilderness, recording the sights, 

sounds, and people she met. Fast forward to the 

twenty-first century, a permanent online exhibit of Elizabeth’s work can be seen at 

http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/simcoe/index.aspx. 

 The exhibit includes a collection of her watercolors, images of her handwritten 

diary pages, and tiny audio clips of her thoughts. An annotated edition of Mrs. 

Simcoe’s diary, on which Rachel based her presentation, is available at  

https://www.fadedpage.com/showbook.php?pid=20120712. 

 The day’s activities concluded with the opportunity to try on hats and shoes of 

the periods discussed, including a selfie area to record the moment. 

  

 

Finding Duplicate Photos — from page 46 

 

Figure 3 shows the duplicate photos found and creates a temporary “group” for each duplicate match. 

You can highlight each line in the report and the photo for that line appears at right, allowing you to 

examine the duplicates. The attributes for each photo are listed so you can make a decision on what 

action to take: do nothing, delete, move, copy, or export. Very simple! An excellent photo management 

tool. 

Figure 3 

H 

 Photos courtesy of Aggie Gallagher 

http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/simcoe/index.aspx
https://www.fadedpage.com/showbook.php?pid=20120712
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Lessons to be learned from the story of Aunt Jane 

1.  Conduct reasonably exhaustive research, and then some! 

2. Follow an ancestor’s FfAN club. 

3.  Brainstorm with other researchers. 

4.  Write your ancestor’s story. You might find avenues for more research. 

5.  Never give up! New records come online every day! 

 

Never Give Up! 

New Records 

come online 

every day! 

 

Finding Aunt Jane — from page 52 

 

 
1 
George Wallace Selden, The Sclater Family in Virginia (Huntington, West Virginia: self-

published, 1938), 18. 
2 
1860 U.S. census, Henrico County, Virginia, population schedule, Eastern District, p 843, dwell. 

1342, fam. 1366, Jane Booker household. Jane, 65 years. 
3 
York County, Virginia, Will and Inventories, 1785-1811, p 481, John Sclater will. LVA York 

County film #12. 
4 
York County, Virginia, Wills and Inventories 23, 1783-1811. LVA York County film #12. 

5 
York County, Virginia, Guardian Accounts, 1789-1823, p 235. LVA York County film #42. 

6  
Ibid., page 250. 

7 
Record of this marriage has not been found. 

8 
York County, Virginia, Deed Book 8, p 413-415. LVA York County film #18. 

9 
Elizabeth City County, Virginia, Wills (Originals), 1701-1859, vol 4, p 515. LVA Elizabeth City 

County film #16b. 
10 

Elizabeth City County, Virginia, Wills (Originals), 1701-1859, vol 4, p 591. LVA Elizabeth City 

County film #16b. 
11 

1850 U.S. census, Henrico County, Virginia, mortality schedule, City of Richmond, p 279 

(stamped), George Booker. “Captain George Booker,” Richmond Enquirer (Richmond, Virginia), 

29 January 1850, p 1, col 6. 
12 

1830 U.S. census, Henrico County, Virginia, population schedule, City of Richmond, Jefferson 

Ward, p 432, George Booker household. 
13 

J. S. Moore, The Annals and History of Henrico Parish (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing 

Company, 1979), 275. 
14 

Ibid., 350. 
15 

1820 U.S. census, Henrico County, Virginia, population schedule, p 795, George Booker 

household. 
16 

1850 U.S. census, Henrico County, Virginia, population schedule, City of Richmond, verso p 242 

(stamped), dwell. 113, fam. 111, Jane M. Booker household. Jane, 50 years. 
17 

FindAGrave.com Sarah Blackwell. 
18 

The Richmond Directory, Register and Almanac for the Year 1819 (Richmond: John Maddox, 

1819), 38. 
19 

“Major William S. Wood Dead, This Well-Known and Popular Man Dies in Alexandria,” 

Richmond Dispatch (Richmond, Virginia), 6 August 1895, p 6, col 3. 
20 

“Died,” Daily Dispatch (Richmond, Virginia), 11 June 1864, p 2, col 3.  
21 

Richmond City Marriage Register, Hustings Court, 1853-1878, LVA film #67, p 73. 
22 

Henrico County, 1
st
 Ward, Richmond City, 1860 census, schedule 2, Slave Inhabitants, p 49, 

stamped page 25. 
23 

Henrico County, Virginia, Eastern Division, 1860 census, schedule 2, Slave Inhabitants, p 49, 

stamped page 127. 
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Queries 

Query Abbreviations 

abt .......................... about fath ............................. father 

aft ............................. after g ................................. grand 

ancs ................ ancestor(s) gg ...................... great-grand 

b ............................... born h/o ...................... husband of 

bef ......................... before m ............................. married 

bpl ................... birthplace moth ......................... mother 

bro .................... brother(s) pars .......................... parents 

bur ......................... buried poss ........................ possibly 

ca ............................. circa prob ....................... probably 

ch ........................ children sibs .......................... siblings 

d ............................... died sis ............................ sister(s) 

dau ..................... daughter s/o .............................. son of 

desc ........... descendant(s) wid ............................ widow 

d/o ................. daughter of w/o ........................... wife of 

 

 

 

Please type or print clearly. Each query should be limited to one family and a maximum of fifty words. Standard 

abbreviations will be used. Members may submit queries not to exceed twelve queries in a year or three per newsletter. Be 

sure to include your name and full mailing address. Queries will also be posted on GRIVA.org unless you specify 

otherwise. There is no charge for GRIVA members. Non-members must submit a $2.00 fee with each query (plus $1.00 

postage if you desire a copy of the issue containing the query). Send queries to sgarber410@verizon.net. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blast from the Past — from page 53 
 

mailto:sgarber410@verizon.net
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GRIVA Membership Levels 

Individual and Institutional membership .......................................................... $20 per year 

Couple membership (two people in same household)  ..................................... $25 per year 

Student membership (high school and college students) .................................. $10 per year 

Friends of GRIVA ............................................................................................ $30 per year 

President’s Club ................................................................................................ $50 per year 

Membership year is 1 July – 30 June. 

GRIVA is a 501(c)(3) not for profit educational organization. 

 

 

2020 CALENDAR 

For the foreseeable future, all GRIVA events have been cancelled or are being presented online. 

Watch for more information in GRIVA.Notes, on Facebook or Twitter, or check out GRIVA.org. 
 

March 3 (7 p.m.) – German SIG 

LDS Family History Center 

5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond 

March 10 (7 p.m.) – DNA SIG 

LDS Family History Center 

5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond 

March 16 (noon-2 p.m.) – Daytime DNA SIG 

Publix Community Room  

2150 John Rolfe Pkwy, Henrico 

March 24 – Rescheduled for 1 December 

1:45 p.m. – GRIVA Program Meeting 

The Central Rappahannock Heritage Center 

Beth Daly, Outreach Coordinator 

Bon Air Presbyterian Church 

9201 West Huguenot Road, Richmond 

April 7 (7 p.m.) – German SIG 

LDS Family History Center 

5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond 

April 14 (7 p.m.) – DNA SIG – Online 

April 20 and 27 (noon-2 p.m.) – Lunch & Learn 

To be rescheduled 

Using FamilySearch.org 

Publix Community Room  

2150 John Rolfe Pkwy, Henrico 

April 28 – Online 

7:30 p.m. – GRIVA Program Meeting 

Tell Me a Story 

May 5 (7 p.m.) – German SIG – Online 

May 12 (7 p.m.) – DNA SIG – Online 

May 26 – To be rescheduled  

7:30 p.m. – GRIVA Program Meeting 

Off the Beaten Track:  

Using the Internet and Other Resources  

Betty Owensbey, Author, Independent Historian 

Bon Air Presbyterian Church 

9201 West Huguenot Road, Richmond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


