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Dear Genie, 

 When the pandemic is over, I plan to visit some county courthouses. What 

should I expect? How should I prepare? Itching to Travel 

 

Dear Itching, 

 In the time honored tradition of genealogical questions, the answer is, it 

depends! You might think that a courthouse is a courthouse. Ahhhh, not so. Every 

courthouse is different depending on the jurisdiction it serves, the laws of the state 

in which it is located, and the whims of the clerks, past and present. Some 

courthouses are huge, others very small. Some welcome researchers. Some, not so 

much. Some are so open you could haul the books out in a squeaky wagon and no 

one would notice. Others as secure as Fort Knox. Some courthouses will have the 

records you seek; others will have placed those records in another repository. Or 

worse, the courthouse may have been pillaged or burned or flooded or the records 

subjected to the appetites of vermin. 

 

he key to successful courthouse 

research is planning, planning, 

planning. 

 

Before you go: 

What are you looking for? If you 

seek a 1777 document in a county that 

was organized in 1820, you are in the 

wrong courthouse! Review the 

genealogy of the jurisdiction to be sure 

you are going to the right place. Were 

counties carved from your ancestor’s 

home county? You’ll need to search 

them, as well! 

 

Where are the records? Learn about 

your area of focus. Read the historical 

and genealogical society web pages for 

clues as to where records may be 

found. In one Indiana county, the 

extant will books are located in the

historical society’s library, have not 

been filmed, and are not available 

online. Deeds from that county are still 

at the courthouse. Another courthouse 

maintains an annex several blocks 

from the main building, and that’s 

where the records are! 

 

Are the records available elsewhere? 
The Family History Library, over the 

years, has microfilmed the land and 

probate records of many counties in 

Virginia and elsewhere. Depending on 

your research focus, you might be able 

to access these records online. In some 

areas, only the indices can be read 

online, but that’s a good start! Make a 

list of the documents you wish to see. 

(For the most part, Virginia’s deed and 

will books, court orders, and other  

See Ask Genie, page 64 
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June Virtual Luncheon 

Monday, 15 June 2020 

12 Noon 

Watch your email from GRIVA.Notes 

to sign up for zoom meeting. 

Fellowship, Food, and Fun! 

Share a book, newsletter or other item, 

which you have found helpful in your research! 

Enjoy your lunch with fellow researchers! 

Visitors are welcome! 
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History is the record of an encounter between character and circumstances. 

 — Donald Creighton, Canadian Historian 
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GRIVA 2020 Virtual Fall Conference 

featuring 

Annette Burke Lyttle 

3 October 2020 
 

Ancestors on the Move and How to Find Them 
 

Colonial American Migration Routes and Modes of Travel  

How Advertising Brought Our Ancestors to the Midwest  

Reconstructing the Lives of Our Farming Ancestors  

Dig Deeper into FamilySearch  
 

Registration forms will be mailed by 1 September and posted on GRIVA.org. 

 

 

President’s Corner 
 

he summer season is upon us and we are all having to 

adjust our lifestyles due to the social restrictions placed 

upon us. For me, it is a time to catch up on all the tasks 

that I have been putting off for a long time! There are home 

and yard improvements, personal improvements, and of course, 

genealogy projects. All of us probably have a long list of things 

to complete in our research if we only had “time.” We all 

should have time now! For my family research, I have pictures 

to sort, books to read, and piles of paper to scan and file. My 

list seems endless. 

 Though I know we miss the family gatherings, especially 

reunions that won’t take place, there is still the ability to call or 

video chat with loved ones. The older, more at-risk family 

members would enjoy a chance to catch up with family 

members and share news. I hope you also have a plan of action 

for your research for the coming months. 

 GRIVA will continue to hold the DNA and German SIG 

meetings virtually for the summer months. Regular programs 

will return in the Fall. Updates will continue to arrive in your 

email and also check the GRIVA website. Until we can meet in 

person, please stay safe and healthy. 

Aggie Gallagher, GRIVA President 

 

 

 

 

Coming Programs 
  

 For the foreseeable future, all GRIVA 

events are being presented online. Watch for 

more information in GRIVA.Notes, on 

Facebook or Twitter, or check out 

GRIVA.org. 

 

22 September 2020 – 7:30 p.m. 

Using Maps in Your Genealogical Research 

Dory Klein, Community History Librarian, 

Boston Public Library 

  

27 October 2020 – 7:30 p.m. 

Quaker Records and Migration 

Craig R. Scott, MA, CG, FUGA 

 

1 December 2020 – 1:45 p.m. 

The Central Rappahannock Heritage Center 

Beth Daly, Outreach Coordinator  

T 

All hyperlinks in this  

newsletter were active as of  

1 June 2020. 

 



Page 64 GRIVA News & Notes June 2020 

 

Ask Genie — from page 61  
 

 
 

 

 

 

books have been microfilmed and 

published to FamilySearch.org, but can 

only be accessed in person at a Family 

History Center or Affiliate Library.) 

Reviewing online records does not 

preclude a trip to the courthouse; it just 

gives you a head start on your 

research. 

 

What are the courthouse hours and 

policies? Be sure to check the hours as 

they can vary from jurisdiction to 

jurisdiction. Does the courthouse close 

for lunch? Does it open 

late some mornings so they 

can offer the citizens 

evening hours? And while 

you are checking their 

website, check if you will 

need coins for the copy 

machine. Don’t assume 

you can use your phone to photograph 

documents. (Some courthouses don’t 

allow a cell phone to be brought into 

the building!) In two recently visited 

courthouses, only the staff could 

photocopy a page, at $1 a piece, cash 

only, no checks or credit cards. Be sure 

to identify parking lots and nearby 

lunch spots. 

 

Preparing for your visit: 

Travel light! Resist the urge to pack 

every notebook and piece of paper you 

have collected. If you haven’t already, 

condense what you know onto Family 

Group Sheets. Print this information on 

a pastel paper so you can quickly 

identify your documents. And so can 

anyone who checks your briefcase as 

you leave the building. Better, if you 

can reference this information in an 

online app on your phone or tablet, you 

will have less to carry. WARNING: 

Don’t rely on the courthouse having 

WiFi that you can access! 

Items to tuck into your briefcase: 

 pencils, no pens 

 pad(s) of paper 

 magnifying glass 

 tissues (Dusty records can stir 

up allergies!) 

 the list you made from indices 

 a list of alternate research sites 

in case you run into a problem 

at the courthouse 

Leave your water bottle and munchies 

in the car! 

 

When you arrive: 

Security: Don’t be surprised if you 

must go through a magnetometer and 

have your briefcase searched. Be 

prepared to stow your personal items, 

including your briefcase, in a locker 

(Have 25¢ ready, just in case.) or other 

designated area. Take only what you 

need! 

 

Directions: Take a look around. You 

are probably looking for the clerk’s 

office, a recordation room, or the 

probate office. If you’re not sure where 

to go, find an information desk or ask a 

clerk for directions. Make a mental 

note of restrooms and drinking 

fountains as you walk through the 

building. 

 

Keep your “spread” to a minimum: 

Space might be limited and others may 

need to work alongside you. 

 

Staff: Courthouse staff is rarely 

available to help family historians. As 

they pursue their own work, keep your 

interruptions to a minimum. 

 

Books: If you haven’t been able to 

consult index books in advance, start  

See Ask Genie, page 66 
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Non-Population Schedules 

 

 

n 1860, Mary R. Wells, 58, owned a 170-acre farm in Dinwiddie County: 85 improved acres and 85 

unimproved. Her land was valued at $1,020. She owned two horses, three cows, an ox, eight cattle, 

ten sheep, and twenty-two swine. With the labor of four male and two female slaves, the farm 

produced six thousand pounds of tobacco, probably the primary crop. But they also produced 80 

bushels of oats, 175 bushels of wheat, and 400 bushels of Indian corn. Perhaps for family use, they grew 

fifteen bushels of Irish potatoes and forty bushels of sweet potatoes. Twenty pounds of butter and five 

pounds of wool were also produced, again, probably for family use. They slaughtered animals in the 

year valued at $80. 

 

Twenty-two teachers educated 281 of her neighbors’ children in eighteen private schools. Thirty-five 

students attended two Academies. Greenwood Seminary and a Female Seminary provided higher 

education for an additional 57 young people. 

 

No newspapers or magazines were published in Dinwiddie in 1860, but Mary and her family might have 

visited one of the county’s three libraries, each reporting 1,000 volumes in their collections. 

 

Mary would have been one of Dinwiddie’s almost 12,000 residents (Petersburg is excluded from this 

figure.) who supported ten Methodist Episcopal churches, three Baptist churches, one Presbyterian 

church, and a Christian church. The churches collectively could accommodate almost 4,000 

worshippers. 

 

Mary and her neighbors produced primarily wheat, tobacco, Indian corn, and oats. Unfortunately, a 

late spring frost in 1860 killed nearly all the fruit crop. 

 

Dinwiddie was apparently a growing county. Four sawmills produced lumber. A cabinetmaker and a 

saddlery produced consumer goods. And to grind all that grain: two flour mills. In all, nineteen 

Dinwiddie residents worked to manufacture goods valued at nearly $12,000. 

 

 Family historians frequently rely on the 

decennial population schedules of the Federal 

Census for establishing relationships and 

neighborhoods, and for estimating life 

events. But don’t stop there! The non-

population schedules can add detail 

and context to your families. Like the 

population schedules, the questions 

vary from year to year, so a thorough 

search of these records is necessary to 

get the full picture. 

 Mortality schedules (1850-1880) 

called for information about people 

who died in the twelve months ending 

1 June of the census year. Individuals 

are identified by name, age, sex, marital status, 

occupation, and state or country of birth. The month 

and cause of death, as well as length of final illness, 

are provided. Few jurisdictions recorded early 

deaths, and grave markers may no longer exist. 

Thus, these records may provide the only 

documentation of an ancestor’s death. 

 Agricultural schedules (1850-

1880) shed light on the day-to-day 

activities of an agrarian nation, as well 

as providing a window into an 

ancestor’s financial standing. The 

farm owner or operator was asked to 

give a description of the farm, the 

value of farm equipment, and the 

amount and value of goods produced. 

Excluded from these enumerations 

were, in 1850, farms producing less 

than $100 in products. By 1870 that limit was $500. 

These schedules are rarely indexed, so be sure to  
See Non-Population Schedules, page 74 

I 
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Ask Genie — from page 64  
 

GRIVA.Notes 

 Are you receiving messages from GRIVA.Notes? GRIVA.Notes is emailed a few days before every GRIVA 

activity and event as a reminder. But there’s more! 

 GRIVA.Notes keeps readers abreast of future GRIVA events and the lectures and activities of other organizations 

that might be of interest to family historians. 

 If you are not receiving GRIVA.Notes, send a message to GRIVA.Notes@gmail.com with the subject line 

“Subscribe.” GRIVA membership is not required! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

there. (More on indices later.) Be 

forewarned: deed and will books can 

be quite heavy and stored on high 

shelves! If your upper body strength 

isn’t what it used to be, bring a strong 

helper with you! 

 

Beyond Deed and Will books: Deeds 

and wills are important, but they are 

frequently supported by other equally 

important records. Look around the 

room. In the deed room, are there 

mortgage books, survey books, 

plat books? These are rarely 

microfilmed, thus the courthouse 

might be the only place to view 

them. In the probate area, look for 

administrations or bond books or 

inventory books or guardianships. 

And don’t forget the loose papers! 

(Almost never filmed!) They can 

be pure gold. If the court order or 

court minute books are nearby, be sure 

to amble through them, as well. Rarely 

indexed, but well worth the time! 

 

Your responsibilities: Shhhhh. If you 

must, whisper to yourself. If you have 

a helper, keep conversation to a 

minimum. When taking notes, keep 

your paper, or notepad, to the side of 

the book you are abstracting. Never 

place your notepaper on a book’s page 

as indentations can cause damage.

Never, ever, write in a book! If you 

find need for a correction (for 

example, in an index book), consult a 

clerk. Handle loose papers, book 

pages, and any original record with 

extreme care. Practice reading old 

handwriting before you travel. Dress 

and behave in a professional and 

respectful manner and you will be 

treated as such by those around you. 

 

A word about indices: In a perfect 

world, all courthouse indices would be 

consistent—items would be listed 

alphabetically, then, chronologically. 

But this is the real world! It would 

seem that every clerk, and thereafter, 

every indexer had his or her favorite 

way ordering things.  

 Many of the comprehensive indices 

were made long after the documents 

referred to. Some indices are typed, an 

immediate clue that they are more 

modern. Likewise, if the index appears 

to be in only one hand, it has been 

constructed at a later date. Conversely, 

various hands might indicate that items 

have been listed closer to the time they 

happened.  

 Some counties have separate 

grantor and grantee indices. Some 

combine them. In some indices, a 

name common to the area might have  

See Ask Genie, page 68 
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Launching Maine’s First Ship, Virginia 

 

 

ll good things come to those 

who wait, and sometimes they 

get even better. 

 The reconstructed Virginia is now 

rescheduled to launch in the Kennebec 

River, Bath, Maine, in spring 2021 just 

miles upstream from British Fort St. 

George, Popham Colony, where the 

original thirty-ton pinnace was built in 

1607, a full thirteen years before the 

Mayflower arrived in Massachusetts. 

The launch, originally scheduled for 

June 2020, was delayed due to 

construction of the dock (now to be 

completed by the end of 2020).  Then, 

well, we don’t even need to go into 

why everything stopped in March. 

 This is an all-donation, tax-

deductible, all-volunteer endeavor, but 

as soon as they were able, abiding by 

Covid-related mandates, they set 

sparse work schedules and kept at their 

regular pace. The Visitor Center is 

slated to open in July but visitors will 

not be allowed into the ship 

construction enclosure, allowing the 

volunteers to continue their progress. 

   As of July, the reconstruction of 

the ship is anticipated to be eighty 

percent complete! At the end of 2019, 

they received a donation to buy the 

engine. This may seem an oddity, but 

is required for Coast Guard approval to 

allow sailing with paying visitors in 

case of emergencies. They have also 

built the 2,000-pound rudder and tiller. 

The first of six 3,000-pound blocks of 

lead ballast is bolted to the keel. Since 

some of the work can be finished only 

once the ship is in the water, after next 

year’s launching, it will still be months 

until they are able to sail with paying 

visitors. 

 They envision this vessel playing a 

vital role in providing a unique

educational historical experience for 

their more than 5,000 annual visitors, 

directly contributing to the recovery 

and rebuilding of the local economy 

post-pandemic. Bath, Maine, hosts a 

modern shipbuilding industry and a 

huge historic district. They don’t have 

the exact date anchored yet, 

pun intended, but it’s not too 

early to plan your trip to be 

there! I have never visited a 

part of Maine that could not be 

described as beautiful and well 

worth a lot of return visits. See 

MFShip.org for links to lots of 

information, pictures of the 

ship’s progress, and updates. 

For the latest news be sure to 

see the newsletter on their 

website (under the “about” 

button at the top). 

 What a heartbreak it would 

be to discover after you 

missed the 2021 launch 

celebration that you had an 

ancestor who: 

 

 Built Fort St. George and the 

ship, Virginia, in 1607 on 

today’s coast of Maine; 

 THEN sailed back to England 

on the Virginia when the Fort 

was abandoned in 1608; 

 THEN sailed on the Virginia to 

the Colony of Virginia in 1609 

in the Hurricane fleet; and  

 THEN stayed here to become 

your earliest Virginia ancestor! 

 

 Was that too many “Virginias” to 

keep track of? Related or not, just plan 

to be there for, as they say in Maine, 

“A wicked good time!” Hope to see 

you there!  

V. Trusler 

 

  

A 
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Ask Genie — from page 66  
 

Lifesaver Tip 

Couldn’t copy the URL fast enough? Or did you totally miss a SIG meeting? GRIVA can help! 

Links and information mentioned at the German SIG or the DNA SIG are posted at GRIVA.org.  

Click the tab, and catch up! 

And if you haven’t already, join GRIVA’s DNA SIG group at Facebook.com for more info! 

GRIVA.org is about to undergo reconstruction. Let us know what you would like to see on our website. 

 

 

its own pages separate from (usually 

after) the general index. If possible, 

review an area’s index pattern before 

getting to the courthouse and being 

frustrated. Christine Rose, whose 

book Courthouse Research for 

Family Historians: Your Guide to 

Genealogical Treasures (2004), was 

consulted in the preparation of this 

article, has also written Courthouse 

Indexes Illustrated (2006), a 

handy guide to a variety of 

indexing protocols. And it is 

small enough to tuck into your 

briefcase for quick reference! 

 Comprehensive indices 

(those that cover a run of 

record books) are very helpful, 

but be sure to consult the index 

in the record book itself. (It 

may be at the back of the book rather 

than the front!) Compilers may have 

misread original writing or been 

distracted and miscopied or 

transposed the page number. 

 Keep in mind that only the 

principal in the transaction, deed or 

estate, is likely to be indexed. When 

researching onsite, time is always of 

the essence. But it’s worth the time to 

slow down and read. Reading 

through a deed book can help you 

build your ancestor’s Ffan Club. Did 

he witness documents? Is he listed as 

a line or corner in a metes and 

bounds deed? Is he named in a 

mortgage? A recent review of Shelby 

County, Kentucky, Will Book 12 

revealed that 91 women (including 

married names of some daughters) 

were mentioned in 35 wills, but not 

one of them was indexed. It was 

beyond the scope of this review, but 

one can only imagine how many 

women (and men) are mentioned in 

the inventories, sale reports, and 

settlement reports recorded in that 

book. None are indexed. As we 

learned in grade school, Reading is 

FUNdamental! 

 Finally, remember to take notes 

of where you find what. If you made 

photocopies, note on the front side of 

the documents the source location, 

book, and page numbers. If you took 

pictures of documents, make notes of 

each photo/scan number and its 

source. Make careful notes of the 

books you reviewed, by index or 

page by page, so you don’t repeat 

previous research. And as you’re 

making notes, jot down thoughts for 

future research. 

 One last bit of advice when 

searching courthouse records. Turn 

the page! Due to the vagaries of 

indexing, you might be surprised to 

find more information on the page(s) 

before or after your focus! You’ll be 

glad you did! 
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A History of Pencils 

Sources: 
 

The Write Stuff:  

How the Humble Pencil Conquered the World, Jonathan Schifman, 16 August 2016;  

https://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/a21567/history-of-the-pencil/ 

 

https://pencils.com/pages/the-history-of-the-pencil 

 

http://www.historyofpencils.com/ 

 

 

 

encils only! Family historians hear this 

familiar refrain as they enter archives, 

libraries, and courthouses. Pens are not 

welcome! Why? The Hippocratic-like oath of all 

record custodians is do nothing that cannot be 

reversed. Few stray ink marks can be reversed. But 

pencil marks can be!  

 Like many familiar items, the history of the 

pencil is an evolution of improvements rather than 

an aha-moment of discovery.  

 Lead had been used as a stylus since Roman 

times. When a large deposit of graphite was found 

in Cumbria, England, under a felled tree in 1564, it 

was called black lead because it looked like 

lead, but made a darker mark. However, the 

graphite was so soft and brittle that it 

required a holder. Sticks of graphite were 

wrapped in paper or string and sold on 

the street as pencils from the Latin 

pencillum or fine brush. They 

were a hit! They were dry! There 

was no ink to spill when making a 

dark line! And they were erasable! 

 In time the graphite was sandwiched between 

two pieces of wood, adding stability. England was 

the primary producer and exporter of pencils which 

was a problem to France when the countries were at 

war at the end of the eighteenth century. Enter 

French inventor and military commander, Nicolas-

Jacques Conté who discovered that by combining 

ground-up graphite with varying amounts of clay he 

could produce marks from light to dark. He also 

improved the wooden case that held the “lead.” 

 Forty-five years later, Henry David Thoreau, 

philosopher-to-be, mixed shavings from newly 

discovered graphite deposits in New Hampshire 

with wax in an attempt to produce a domestic pencil 

of Conté’s quality. But it took Thoreau’s subsequent 

experiments with clay that brought 

success to John Thoreau & 

Company. The process took off 

around the world. In Germany, the 

A.W. Faber Company (now Faber-

Castell) and the J.S. Staedtler Company 

made millions of pencils a year in the 1870s. 

In the U.S., the Joseph Dixon Company, later 

Dixon-Ticonderoga, produced 80,000 pencils a 

day! 

 Mechanical pencils are not new. For centuries 

“lead holders” were made of metal, and although 

valued for their aesthetics, they were heavy and 

cumbersome to use, thus never caught on. It was 

1915 before a Japanese metal worker, Tokuji 

Hayakawa, perfected the Eversharp pencil. One 

turned the pencil, and the lead popped out! 

 But what if you needed to make a correction? 

Until Philadelphia stationer Hymen Lipman glued a 

piece of rubber to the end of a pencil in 1858, the 

go-to eraser was bread crumbs! 

 So the next time you head to an archives or 

library or courthouse, remember to pack the pencils, 

but you can leave the bread crumbs at home. 

 

 

 

P 
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Blast from the Past 

 

 

“Obscure” Microfilmed Civilian Records in the National Archives:  

Resources for Virginia Research Revisited 

 
hen Claire Prechtel-Kluskens of the National 

Archives reviewed these “obscure” records in 

the article below, the worldwide web was in 

its infancy. Since then it has become a robust source of 

material for family historians.  

 But everything is not on the ’net! Most of these 

records are waiting your perusal at the National Archives 

in Washington, D.C. However, some are available online 

or nearby. (See chart on page 72.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

See Blast from the Past, page 71 

W 



June 2020 GRIVA News & Notes Page 71 

 

 

Blast from the Past — from page 70  

 

 

See Blast from the Past, page 72 
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Blast from the Past — from page 71 
 

 

 

  FamilySearch.org Ancestry.com 

 1. Record of Appointment of 

Postmasters, 1789-1832 

Digital films 8378663, 8559153, 

8559154, 7857516 (browsable) 

 

 2. Record of Appointment of 

Postmasters, 1832-1971 

 https://www.ancestry.com/search/

collections/1932/   

(searchable and browsable) 

 4. Registers of Lighthouse 

Keepers, 1845-1912 

New England digital film 

8878557, Reel 1 

(Virginia not included) 

 

 7. 1820 Census of Manufactures Virginia digital film 8919999 

(browsable) 

Other states available 

 

 8. Non-Population Census 

Schedules 

Virginia digital films 102974753-

102974786 (browsable) 

Other states available; slave and 

mortality schedules searchable 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/

collections/1276/ 

(searchable and browsable) 

 

15. Internal Revenue Assessment 

Lists, 1862-1866 

Virginia digital films 7110263, 

7110265, 7110266, 7110267, 

7110268,7110269 (browsable) 

Other states available 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/

collections/1264/    

(searchable and browsable) 

 

17. Admiralty Case Files of the 

U.S. District Court, Eastern 

District of Virginia 

Digital films 8650810-8650827 

(browsable) 

 

 

18. Case Papers, U.S. District 

Court Minute Books, Eastern 

District of Virginia 

Digital films 8650809, 8808806 

(browsable) 

 

 

19. Copies of Lists of Passengers 

Arriving at Miscellaneous 

Ports on the Atlantic and Gulf 

Coasts and Ports on the Great 

Lakes 

Digital films 7699386-7699410 

 

Search catalog for Atlantic and 

Gulf ports (searchable and 

browsable) 

 

20. Supplemental Index to 

Passenger Lists of Vessels 

Arriving at Atlantic and Gulf 

Coast Ports 

188 films beginning with digital 

film 4882056 (searchable and 

browsable)  

 

 

 

See Blast from the Past, page 74 
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A Parent Talk, Before It’s Too Late 

 

 

he Monday, 2 March 2020 issue of the Wall 

Street Journal (p A-11) featured a full-page 

article suggesting that intergenerational 

conversations should begin sooner, rather than later, 

as later might be too late.  “Adult children often 

don’t know what shaped their parents’ lives—and 

wait too long to ask.” Writer Clare Ansberry 

interviewed several folks, both those who asked 

questions while their parents could provide answers 

and those who wished they had asked sooner. The 

conversations she describes went beyond, “What is 

your favorite Christmas gift?” or “What was your 

first car?” Rather they delve deeper, wondering 

about family relationships or life-shaping events. 

 Readers responded to this article with their own 

stories, and on Saturday, 7 March, they were 

excerpted in “What Readers Wish They Had Asked 

Parents.” While names, dates, and places were 

useful, family relationships were the soul of the 

answers. 

 Many of us are now the parent half of these 

discussions. Our children are busy with their own 

children, with school, with work, or may live 

hundreds of miles away, and may not take the time 

to think about these things. Then suddenly, it’s too 

late. Don’t let that happen to your family! 

 The article suggests “Questions to Ask Your 

Parents.” But you can be proactive. In these quiet 

times of quarantine, you might try answering some 

of the questions, in writing, audio, or video 

recordings, before your kids can ask you! These 

questions were suggested by StoryCorps, the non-

profit, oral history project. (See GRIVA News & 

Notes, December 2019, for more on oral history 

projects.) 

 

These questions are posed as an adult child asking a parent. 
 

1. Do you remember what was going through your head when you first saw me? 

2. How did you choose my name? 

3. What were the hardest moments you had when I was growing up? 

4. What advice would you give me about raising my own kids? 

5. What were your dreams for me? 

6. How did you meet Mom/Dad? 

7. Are you proud of me? 

8. What was your relationship like with your parents? 

9. How would you describe yourself as a child? Were you happy? 

10. What was your best memory of childhood? 

And a bonus question: 

11. How has the Covid-19 pandemic affected your plans, your outlook on life? 

 

 Answering and expounding on these questions, 

and broadening the topics, will provide your 

children with a better understanding of your life, 

and theirs! For more ideas, visit StoryCorps at 

https://storycorps.org/. You will be inspired to tell 

your story! 

 

 

 

T 
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Non-Population Schedules — from page 65   
 

Blast from the Past — from page 72  
 

 

 

note the far right column of the 

population schedule that refers to the 

corresponding page in the agricultural 

schedule. It will make finding your 

ancestor much easier. For more 

information on the agricultural 

schedules, see 
https://www.thoughtco.com/agricultural-

schedules-united-states-census-1422758. 

 Products of industry schedules  

(1810-1820 and 1850-1880) name each 

company, owner or product, amount of 

capital invested, quantity, kind and 

value of raw materials, kind of power 

or machinery, number of employees 

(male and female), labor costs, and 

value of annual output. With this 

information, an ancestor’s economic 

position can be evaluated. Excluded, 

though, were manufacturing operations 

that produced less than $500 worth of 

goods. 

 Social statistics schedules (1850-

1870) are most helpful in introducing 

you to your ancestor’s world. 

Questions included vary from census 

year to year, but they generally include 

the value of the county’s real estate 

and annual taxes, the numbers of 

schools (and teachers), libraries (and 

number of volumes), churches (and 

capacity), and newspapers (and 

circulation). 
See Non-Population Schedules, page 76 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library of Virginia Collections 

 

 The Library of Virginia has the following Virginia films mentioned in the 

“Obscure” Microfilmed article on page 70. They can be viewed at the Library: 

 

2. Record of Appointment of Postmasters, 1832-1971 

3. Post Office Department Reports of Site Locations, 1837-1950 

7. Records of the 1820 Census of Manufactures 

8. Non-Population Census Schedules, 1850-1880 

9. Eighth Census of the U.S. for the Northern District of Halifax 

County, Virginia, 1860 

12. Records of the Bureau of the Public Debt 

15. Internal Revenue Assessment Lists, 1862-1866 
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GRIVA’s New Officers and Board Members 

2020-2021 
 

 At the Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia, 

Tuesday, 19 May 2020, officers and new board members were elected.  

 

  President ................................... Agnes Gallagher 

  First Vice President ............................ Jody Raab 

Second Vice President ....... Marcy Elliott-Rupert 

Recording Secretary ........................ Cindy Ames 

Corresponding Secretary .................. Emily Rusk 

Treasurer ................................... Sylvia Elchinger 

 

Elected to the Board of Directors for three-year terms in the class of 2023 are: 

Peter Broadbent 

Karen Caravalia 

Gaye Elliott 

Carolyn Goudie 

Brent Morgan 

Sharon Morgan 

Donna Shumate 

 

Sherrye Ward was elected to fill a vacancy from the Class of 2022. 

 

 Heartfelt thanks for their many contributions to GRIVA was extended to outgoing board members 

Venita Grissom and Barbara Mansfield. 

 

 The nominating committee thanks all who give generously of their time and expertise to GRIVA and the 

genealogical community. 

 

Congratulations to all! 
 

GRIVA welcomes guests to all of our activities! 

Visit GRIVA.org 

Follow GRIVA on Facebook and Twitter 

Contact us at GRIVA@yahoo.com or GRIVA.notes@gmail.com 

GRIVA is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profit, educational organization. 
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Non-Population Schedules — from page 74  
 

 Family historians frequently rely on the 

decennial population schedules of the Federal 

Census for establishing relationships and 

neighborhoods, and for estimating life events. 

 

 

 

 

  

 In 1880 additional supplemental 

schedules reported on (in the language 

of the time) dependent, defective, and 

delinquent inhabitants. From 1880-

1940, a Special Census of Indians 

enumerated all Indians not taxed (those 

on reservations or in unsettled areas). 

 Other non-population special 

schedules include:  

 U.S. Special Census on Deaf 

Family Marriages and Hearing 

Relatives (1888-1895) 

 Slave Schedules (1850-1860) 

 Veterans Schedules (1890) 

Many of these latter schedules are 

name-searchable at Ancestry.com 

and/or FamilySearch.org. 

 Non-population census schedules 

are scattered, online and off. In 1918-

1919 they were transferred to non-

federal repositories. State archives 

were given first rights to the material. 

However, not all added them to their 

collections. These records may be 

found in a variety of repositories, 

including state historical societies. 

Microfilms of some of the originals 

have been deposited at the National 

Archives. All of Virginia’s special 

schedules are available on microfilm 

for viewing at the Library of Virginia. 

Additionally, they are available at 

FamilySearch.org (FamilySearch.org > 

Catalog > [search by] Keyword > 

[enter] non-population). Scroll through 

the listings to Virginia, and then select 

the schedules you seek. Ancestry.com 

allows you to name-search selected 

schedules. (But you should browse all 

of your ancestor’s county for family 

and associates.) 

 As we all know, the real purpose of 

the census is to collect statistics about 

the country and its population. These 

statistics have been compiled into the 

U.S. Census Bureau’s Statistical 

Abstract Series, 
https://www.census.gov/library/publicatio

ns/time-series/statistical_abstracts.html. 

County by county, state by state, you 

can gain an understanding of your 

ancestor’s place in his community. 

This series only dates to 1870. 

However, earlier volumes can be found 

at Internet Archive (archive.org), 

HathiTrust, or by Googling 

<Compendium [6
th

] census>. 

 Is there anything else that can be 

gleaned from the non-population 

schedules? Careful analysis of the data, 

through the years, combined with other 

extant record groups, can reveal 

heretofore unknown relationships. 

Dinwiddie is a lost-record county. The 

bulk of court records prior to 1865 

were stolen, mutilated, or destroyed by 

Union troops in 1865. Mary R. Wells 

lived with a Daniel P. Wells in 1850. 

Twenty years his junior, she could 

have been his wife, a widowed 

daughter-in-law, or his daughter. The 

1850 Agricultural schedule credits 

Daniel with 300 acres of land. When in 

1860, Mary is head of the household, 

she reports only owning 170 acres of 

land. Someone, perhaps one of 

Daniel’s children, may have inherited 

the remaining 130 acres. (Be sure to 

review the 1870 and 1880 Agricultural 

schedules to reveal additional clues.) 

Since deeds of this era are gone, it is 

well worth a trip to the Auditor of 

Public Accounts land tax records for 

 

 See Non-Population Schedules, page 78 
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June Virtual Luncheon 

AmazonSmile 
 

 Amazon.com’s Smile Foundation will make a donation to GRIVA each time you shop! If you haven’t 

already registered, go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1258689. Then, each time you shop, log onto 

smile.amazon.com and shop to your heart’s content. You’ll find the same low prices, vast selection, and 

convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, but as a bonus, GRIVA will receive 0.5 percent of your 

total purchase. GRIVA appreciates your support! 

 

 

 

hree months into our 

Coronavirus isolation, GRIVA 

members brought their lunches 

to the computer, and great 

conversation ensued! 

 Newspaper research was a frequent 

theme. Members have traced their 

family stories through the pages of 

these daily or weekly publications. 

One member traced the footsteps of an 

ancestor, a minister, as he traveled the 

country, preaching—all recorded in 

various newspapers! (Watch for an 

extensive article on newspaper 

research in an upcoming GRIVA News 

& Notes!) 

 During the pandemic, or when it’s 

over, if you can’t get to a lecture or 

program, let the lecture or program 

come to you in the form of webinars. 

The Tennessee Genealogical Society 

offers two webinars a week for a 

membership fee of $15. Another 

member has been advancing her 

research with a series of Irish 

webinars. The Georgia Genealogical 

Society also offers a webinar series. 

 Members also had some good 

advice for their fellow researchers, 

based on personal experience. Think of 

your ancestor as a person, with 

distinguishing characteristics, not just

a name. Look for your ancestors’ 

stories, not just “facts.” Not sure of 

how to tackle a new research problem? 

Check FamilySearch.org’s Wiki. With 

hundreds, thousands?, of topic pages, 

the answer to almost every question 

can be found there! As you conduct 

your research, remember 

that a census taker could 

make mistakes. As could 

the respondent providing 

the information! 

 Have you ever heard 

of ORA? ORA, Online 

Repository Assistant, is a 

web browser extension 

compatible with Chrome, Edge, 

Firefox, and Opera, that tracks your 

research and extracts data from online 

repositories such as Ancestry.com, 

FamilySearch.org, Newspapers.com,  

Fold3.com, FindAGrave.com, and  

many more. It is a subscription service 

with a $24 a year fee. More 

information is available online: 

https://www.ora-extension.com/ 

https://tmg.reigelridge.com/ORA.htm. 

 With lots of ideas for future 

research, we all hit the “leave meeting” 

button, with hopes that our next 

luncheon in January 2021, will be in 

person! 
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Non-Population Schedules — from page 76  
 

 

 

2020-2021 GRIVA Dues 
 

GRIVA’s fiscal year runs 1 July to 30 June. 

Dues notices will arrive in your mailbox soon. 

or 

Pay dues via PayPal, 

PayPal.Me/GenResVA. 

Note in the memo box your membership level,  

and, if you wish, details of a donation. 

GRIVA Membership Levels 

 Individual or Institution ......................  $20 

 Family (two people in same household) ....  $25 

 Friends of GRIVA ..............................  $30 

 President’s Club ..................................  $50 

You can make a contribution to either the Drew Hogwood Memorial  

Fund or the Document Preservation Fund in the same transaction. 

Thank you for your support of GRIVA! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinwiddie, where comments of 

distribution might be noted. Likewise, 

a close review of post-1865 deeds may 

reveal a deed with a recitation that 

includes a chain of title. For this lost-

record county, a review of the 

mortality schedules might be of further 

help.

 Federal census records are a 

mainstay of genealogical research. 

Weaving information found in the non-

population schedules with other extant 

records may help you establish 

relationships and lead you to a more 

complete understanding of an 

ancestor’s life. 
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Queries 

Query Abbreviations 

abt=about  

aft=after 

ancs=ancestor(s) 

b=born  

bef=before  

bpl=birthplace 

bro-brother(s) 

bur=buried  

ca=circa  

ch=children  

d=died  

dau=daughter 

desc=descendant(s) 

d/o=daughter of 

fath=father 

g=grand 

gg=great-grand 

h/o=husband of 

m=married 

moth=mother 

pars=parents 

poss=possibly 

prob=probably 

sibs=siblings 

sis=sister(s) 

s/o=son of 

wid=widow 

w/o=wife of  

 

Membership News 

 
Please type or print clearly. Each query should be limited to one family and a 

maximum of fifty words. Standard abbreviations will be used. Members may submit 

queries not to exceed twelve queries in a year or three per newsletter. Be sure to 

include your name and full mailing address. Queries will also be posted on GRIVA.org 

unless you specify otherwise. There is no charge for GRIVA members. Non-members 

must submit a $2.00 fee with each query (plus $1.00 postage if you desire a copy of the 

issue containing the query). Send queries to sgarber410@verizon.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As of 1 June  

Ruby Badger Pruitt William P. Elwood Jim Antley 

Nashville, Indiana Richmond, Virginia Fort Mill, South Carolina 
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GRIVA Membership Levels 
 

Individual or Institution ................................................................................ $20 per year 

Family (two people in same household)  ...................................................... $25 per year 

Friends of GRIVA ......................................................................................... $30 per year 

President’s Club ............................................................................................ $50 per year 

Membership year is 1 July – 30 June. 

GRIVA is a 501(c)(3) not for profit educational organization. 

GRIVA welcomes guests to all of our activities! 
 

 

2020 CALENDAR 
 
June 9 (7 p.m.) – GRIVA DNA SIG 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

June 15 (12 noon) – June Virtual Luncheon 

 via Zoom 

July 14 (7 p.m.) – GRIVA DNA SIG 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

August 11 (7 p.m.) – GRIVA DNA SIG 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

September 8 (7 p.m.) – GRIVA DNA SIG 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

September 22 

7:30 p.m. – GRIVA Program Meeting 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Using Maps in Your Genealogical Research 

Dory Klein, Community History Librarian, 

Boston Public Library 

October 3 – Virtual GRIVA Fall Conference 

Ancestors on the Move and How to Find them 

featuring Annette Burke Lyttle

October 6 (7 p.m.) – GRIVA German SIG 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

October 13 (7 p.m.) – GRIVA DNA SIG 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

October 27 

7:30 p.m. – GRIVA Program Meeting 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Quaker Records and Migration 

Craig R. Scott, MA, CG, FUGA 

November 3 (7 p.m.) – GRIVA German SIG 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

November 10 (7 p.m.) – GRIVA DNA SIG 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

December 1 

1:45 p.m. – GRIVA Program Meeting 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

The Central Rappahannock Heritage Center 

Beth Daly, Outreach Coordinator

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


