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The Virginia
‘Twas the night before Christmas and all through the South
Capt. James Davis descendants were stirring (and drooling at the mouth).
For less than six months to go, an event to them like Heaven,
is scheduled to take place in Bath, Maine, on June 7.
The Virginia, his ship, built in 1607 on the Kennebec,
is being rebuilt and today, almost all under deck!
This pinnace will launch and again be afloat.
Descendants and volunteers marvel; it’s a most handsome boat.
A gala is planned, a memorable day for sure,
with Shakespeare’s Tempest, the 1607 shipwright, and captain to lure.
More details are coming to those who long for this sight.
Merry launching to all and to all a good night!
(with thanks to Clement Moore)

Even if you are not a descendant of Captain James Davis, this event, scheduled for Sunday, 7 June 2020, in
Bath, Maine, will be a once-in-a-lifetime experience. How incredible to see the first English ship built in North
America, the Virginia, captained by an ancestor or not, now reconstructed and in the water!
Captain Davis and his ship are also tied to our area. When English Fort St. George (today’s Popham, Maine)
was abandoned in 1608, Captain Davis was commanding the Virginia to England. The following year, he again
commanded the Virginia and was part of the disastrous Hurricane Fleet (inspiring Shakespeare’s The Tempest)
to Jamestown. Later, Captain Davis and the Virginia were based in Tidewater Virginia for many years … and
his descendants too.
Maine’s First Ship is the volunteer non-profit organization that has lovingly and professionally rebuilt this
ship under the guidance of a professional shipwright and a naval architect. It will be Coast Guard approved and,
in another year, will take passengers locally on the Kennebec River, where the original ship sailed. Attention is
now on the masts and rigging as the sails are being sewn. Not all will be complete when the ship hits the water,
as some of the shipbuilding takes place once in the water. 2020 is also Maine’s 200th anniversary of statehood,
so there will be other celebrations all yearlong throughout Maine.
See Maine’s First Ship, page 24

GRIVA . . . to promote, foster, and encourage serious and accurate genealogical and historical
research by all means possible, including instruction, seminars, workshops, and field trips.
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GRIVA Winter Luncheon
Monday, 20 January 2020
12 Noon
Publix Community Room
2250 John Rolfe Parkway
Henrico, Virginia
Have you recently read a non-fiction book
that sheds light on your family
or provides context for your research?
Bring it along and tell us about it!
Have you had a recent ‘find’
or run into a brick wall?
Tell us about those, too!
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President’s Corner

Coming Programs

A

Unless otherwise noted, all lectures
are held in the Beck Room, Bon Air
Presbyterian Church (BAPC), 9201
West Huguenot Road.

s 2019 quickly comes to an end, I would like to wish all
of you a joyous and healthy Holiday season and New
Year!
As I reflect on the various programs we have provided for
you, I realize how fortunate I am to be part of a dedicated
group of board members. It is no easy task to plan and execute
regular meetings, the Lunch and Learn series, DNA SIG,
German SIG, and of course, the Fall Conference. It seems that
a lot of work is done by a small group, and I am so grateful for
those that step up and get the job done!
Looking forward to 2020, we will be looking for more
volunteers to become board members and also are recruiting
for a Co-Chair for the Fall Conference. Venita Grissom will
return as the Chair and is seeking someone to join her. If
anyone is interested, please contact GRIVA through email or
speak to any board member at a program.
Thanks to all our members who support our activities. We
look forward to seeing you in 2020!
Aggie Gallagher
President

Support GRIVA at AmazonSmile
Amazon.com’s Smile Foundation will make a donation to
GRIVA each time you shop! If you haven’t already registered, go
to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1258689. Then, each time you
shop, log onto smile.amazon.com and shop to your heart’s
content. You’ll find the same low prices, vast selection, and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, but as a bonus,
GRIVA will receive 0.5 percent of your total purchase. GRIVA
appreciates your support!

GRIVA Membership Levels
Individual and Institutional membership .............................. $20 per year
Couple membership (two people in same household) ......... $25 per year
Student membership (high school and college students) ..... $10 per year
Friends of GRIVA ................................................................ $30 per year
President’s Club ................................................................... $50 per year
Membership year is 1 July – 30 June.
GRIVA is a 501(c)(3) not for profit educational organization.

24 March 2020 – 1:45 p.m.
*Location – Classrooms, BAPC
The Central Rappahannock Heritage
Center
Beth Daly, Outreach Coordinator
The Central Rappahannock Heritage
Center, founded in 1997, and known as
The Heritage Center, is an all-volunteer,
non-profit regional archives dedicated to
the preservation of historical documents
and photographs relating to the history
and people of the City of Fredericksburg
and the counties of Caroline, King
George, Spotsylvania, and Stafford.
28 April 2020 – 7:30 p.m.
Tell Me a Story
Everyone has a story! Have you
found an unforgettable character in your
family? Tell us about him/her! Do you
maintain a family blog with stories? Or
have you written an article or book? Tell
us your story! Details to follow in
GRIVA.Notes.
26 May 2020 – 7:30 p.m.
Off the Beaten Track:
Using the Internet and Other Resources
Betty Owensbey, Independent Historian
and Author
Having researched the Civil War for
40 years, a historian describes how
newly available internet resources have
deepened her perspectives. Betty is the
author of five non-fiction books based
on events and people of the Civil War.
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Maine’s First Ship — from page 21
As the launch date grows closer,
the really expensive items such as the
backup engine and lead ballast,
requiring about $60,000, need to be
purchased soon. If you’d like to help
(tax deductible), click the donate
button at the bottom of each page of
the website. They currently have a
matching campaign—so hurry, so they
get the matching funds.
The best way to get current
information is to sign up for their
newsletter by email by clicking the
button on their cover page at
mfship.org. The Maine’s First Ship
newsletter is current, while the website
is undergoing renovation. Check back
often! After all, they are busy doing
other things, like building a ship!

If you visit the ship now, you’ll be
awed that you can crawl all around and
above it, and even lend a hand two
days a week. You’ll also be charmed
with the historic area of Bath
(especially at Christmas) where the
ship is being built, right next to one of
America’s
biggest
modern
shipbuilding yards. The visitor center
is open Tuesday through Sunday in
summers. Shipwrights work yearround, Wednesdays and Saturdays.
And to you of faint heart for driving
north in the winter, the answer is yes—
there are major highways all the way!
You can see the asphalt in winter in
Maine, and they serve the best seafood
year-round. Maine is awesome
anytime of the year.
Submitted by V. A. Trusler

For more information on Captain James Davis
and his ship, the Virginia, see
mfship.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Davis_(mariner)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_(pinnace)

Upcoming Spring Conferences
Friends of the Virginia State Archives
Straight to the Source
20 March 2020
Library of Virginia, Richmond
Fairfax Genealogical Society Spring Conference
Lines to Our Past
3-4 April 2020
Sheraton Reston Hotel, Reston
https://fxgs.org/
Virginia Genealogical Society Spring Conference
Researching Communities: The Key to Unlocking Your Ancestors’ Stories
17-18 April 2020
Library of Virginia, Richmond
https://vgs.org/
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Meet the Past
Saturday, 15 February, 1 - 3 pm, Beck Room
Bon Air Presbyterian Church

Rachel Stanton
Professional Living Historian
Join us for something every genealogist dreams of … a trip into the past!
Meet two very different women.

O

ne lives in Richmond, Virginia, during the
Civil War. Behind closed doors … no one
really knows what a family in the South
endures at home when their
husbands, sons, and fathers go off to
fight. Stories from inside their homes
and those of their neighbors,
relatives, and rare newspapers help
you experience some of the
successes, failures, hardships, and
incredible
creativity
and
perseverance those who stayed at
home endured.
From a very different era, we
meet Elizabeth Posthuma Gwillim
Simcoe (1762-1850) who was born
and died in England, but when her
husband is appointed Lieutenant
Governor of Upper Canada (Ontario)
from 1791-1796, she accompanies
him into the few civilized cities and
the wilderness. You will meet a
woman who has the opportunity to
contrast her contemporaries of the
ballrooms and the ancestral homes of
England with the people who settled in Canadian
cities, the soldiers, the sailors, the natives, the
guides, and with the wonders of the late 18th century
British North American wilderness. You’ll find she
has an unusual account of her travels and the people
she meets which is refreshingly different from what
you might expect, even reflecting back fifteen years
after her return to England.
Through our two-hour living history program,
you will get to meet each woman in her time, then

hear in our time what genealogical facts were
available and the additional research it took to
recreate these two people and their stories. The
same principles apply to your
research!
Living history is not scripted. It
is not a play or a skit. It is an
interactive
educational
and
entertainment technique, and the
product of a deep and thorough
research to recreate a person who
lived in another time period. Rachel
Stanton creates this experience
allowing you to meet and speak with
a person from the past. She not only
researches the standard genealogical
resources, but also explores each
character’s contemporaries, clothing,
language, habits, food, education,
religion, music, customs, events, and
circumstances of everyday life.
Rachel Stanton is a professional
living historian with a career
spanning several decades. She has
worked for the world’s largest living
history museum, America’s largest castle, Federal
and State parks and museums, schools, historical
sites, special events, and films. Owner of two living
history companies, she has a collection of books,
costuming, accessories, and props spanning four
centuries, plus livestock to accessorize them!
Registration is now open. See registration form
on page 39—GRIVA members $20, non-members
$25. Register by mail or PayPal. (Please mention
“Meet the Past” in the memo box.)
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Broadside, the Magazine of the Library of Virginia

D

id you know that you can read
the Library of Virginia’s
Broadside online? Broadside
is a quarterly, full-color magazine
published quarterly by the Library of
Virginia Foundation. Each issue
describes and illustrates the rich

holdings and diverse happenings at the
Library of Virginia. It is a benefit of
membership in the Semper Virginia
Society, but past issues (through 2019)
can be read online, as well. Some of
the highlights are:

* Mining the Manuscripts – Research Fellows report on the
archives treasures they’ve found
* Community Connections – Reports on Open Government and
Civic Engagement through the centuries
* Find Your History – Family and Community History
Research (GRIVA members Tim Wilson and Merilyn Finn
were recent subjects of this regular feature!)
* Adopt Virginia History – Some of the items GRIVA has
adopted have come from this column!
* Literary Virginia – Books and events for Virginia writers
* Exhibition notes
* In Circulation – What’s been happening at the Library
* Calendar of events
You can frequently pick up the
most current issue at the first floor
reception desk or read this informative
magazine online,

https://www.lva.virginia.gov/news/bro
adside/. Sit back and prepare to enjoy
your reading!

Creating Family Archives
A Step-by-Step Guide to Saving Your Memories for Future Generations
by Margot Note
Family history is important! Photos, videos, aged documents, and
cherished papers—these are the memories that you want to save. And they need
a better home than a cardboard box. Creating Family Archives by Margot Note
is a book written by an archivist for you, your family, and friends. You are
guided step-by-step through the process of arranging and preserving your own
family archives. It is the first book of its kind to be offered to the public by the
Society of American Archivists (SAA). To order your copy, visit the SAA
website at https://www2.archivists.org/.
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Ask Genie: Are You Stuck?
Dear Genie,
I’ve looked here and I’ve looked there, and I still can’t find my [fill in the
blank]. Now what?
Stuck
Dear Stuck,
Take a deep breath, maybe two. Then take a new look at the problem. And get
out your paper and pencil to start a to-do list!

W

hat exactly are you looking
for?
(Remember
Yogi
Berra’s sage advice: “If you
don’t know where you are going, you
might wind up someplace else!”) Write
down your problem. You may have to
break it down into smaller goals as you
proceed, but you have to start
somewhere.
Look at what you know. Go
through all your notes. Is every fact
documented? Are citations complete?
Are locations specific, including
town/city, county, state, and if
necessary, country? Are there typos
that could cause confusion? A death in
1802, but recorded in 1820, can lead
one down the wrong path.
Read every document you have
collected. Based on what you know
now, are there clues that were
overlooked? Who were the witnesses?
Were they kinsmen? Neighbors? Who
are the neighbors on the census? Did
they eventually become future in-laws?
Who are the neighbors mentioned in
deeds? Who are the ‘strangers’
mentioned in a will? Study them all!
Have you done a thorough search
of every census in your ancestor’s life
and the lives of his ancestors and
descendants? (Widowed mothers-inlaw live with their children. Grandpa
could be living with a grandchild.)
Have you milked the census
records for every shred of evidence?
Each year different questions were
asked, and a great deal of information

can be gleaned by a thorough review
of the columns to the right of the
name, age, color, and gender.
Have you jumped to conclusions
based on census information? Family
relationships were not included on the
census until 1880. Assuming that an
adult woman in an 1850 household is
the wife of the household head can
lead you to ‘someplace else.’ His sister
could have joined the household to
care for his motherless children. Only
record the facts!
Are nicknames confusing the
issue? Nancy
in one census
“If you don’t know where you are going,
could be the
you might wind up someplace else!”
same woman
~ Yogi Berra
as Ann in a
following
enumeration. One wife or two? You’ll
need to sort it out.
Is there a gap in children’s birth
dates? Babies usually came every two
years. If you find a six-year gap in
birth dates, there may be lost children,
or the death of a first wife, followed by
the children of a second wife. (Usually
the children of a first husband bear his
name in a census—or other—record.
However, a stepfather’s name might be
misattributed to everyone in the
household. It’s another gotcha!)
Did an ancestor serve in the
military? Have you checked not just
his compiled service record, but also
See Ask Genie, page 28
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Ask Genie — from page 27
pension and bounty land records? And
the pension records of his neighbors?
(“I knew John twenty years ago when
we lived in Ohio” says your grandpa,
origins heretofore unknown.)
Did the family own land? Have
you abstracted every deed for the
family? Have you read the deed book
(not just the index) for mentions of
your ancestor in other deeds? (S/he
might appear as a neighbor or a
witness.) Remember that deeds are not
always recorded at the time of
transaction. Land grants or patents are
usually not found in county court
records, thus check state or federal
land offices, as well.
Have you compiled real estate and
personal property tax records for every
family member? (See GRIVA News &
Notes, March 2016, for more
information on interpreting tax
records.) Don’t forget delinquent tax
records which might give a reason for
the taxes being unpaid: broke, dead,
couldn’t be found, etc.
Have you examined in great detail,
not just an ancestor’s will, but his
entire probate record? (Availability of
probate records vary by jurisdiction
and time frame. They are frequently
found in a courthouse’s loose papers,
and rarely microfilmed, but well worth
the effort to find.) Who was named
executor? Guardian of the children?
Appraisers? Who participated in the
sale, and what did they purchase? Who
were the creditors and debtors of the
deceased as listed in the settlement?
All these people need your attention!
What items were included in the
inventory? Can you glean economic,
occupational, or vocational status from
the items listed? Can you glean family
dynamics from the will and other
documents? Clues, all clues!

What church might your ancestor
belong to? Is his cemetery location a
clue to the denomination or is the
denomination a clue to his final resting
place? (See GRIVA News & Notes,
March 2015, for a discussion of church
records.) Was s/he active in church
activities?
Court orders or court minutes
might mention your ancestor. Perhaps
he served as an appointed or elected
official. Or maybe he was a bondsman
for a friend. (One is not likely to enter
into a bond with a total stranger!) Was
he in litigation? Why? With whom?
Learn about all the areas your
ancestors resided. A family could live
on the same piece of land for
generations, but because of population
growth, that piece of land could have
been in two or three different counties!
Research them all! When was the area
settled? Who were the movers and
shakers? (Always seek the papers of
the area’s merchants, teachers, doctors,
attorneys, etc. Your ancestor may have
done business with them, thus offering
more clues!) When were vital records
established in your ancestor’s area?
Did the area have newspapers? Is there
a county history? Check the local/state
library/archives/historical/genealogical
societies where you might find indices
or abstracts of interest. University
libraries are an often overlooked
resource. Letters and diaries and
journals, oh my!
Was your ancestor an immigrant?
(Most were!) Have you examined ship
passenger lists, naturalization records,
and passport applications? Worth a try!
Think of your search like a target
with your ancestor in the bull’s eye. If
you don’t find your ancestor where or
See Ask Genie, page 36
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NGSQ Study Group

L

ooking for a way to sharpen your research
skills? A National Genealogical Society
Quarterly (NGSQ) Study Group might just
be for you!
An NGSQ Study Group generally meets once a
month to discuss a predetermined article published
in the National Genealogical Society Quarterly.
Several groups meet online, and others meet locally,
to examine the evidence and methodology used in
the case study and discuss it with other
genealogists. Each participant is asked to read the
article several times making notes about the
sources, research process, and analysis used to solve
the problem. The group then meets with one group

member acting as the moderator to discuss the
reasoning and proof argument presented in the
article.
To find an online group (Unfortunately, they
meet mostly on Tuesdays, as does GRIVA!), see
NGSQStudyGroup.com. To help form a local
group,
email
your
interest
to
GRIVA.Notes@gmail.com. Indicate whether you
prefer a morning, afternoon, evening, or Saturday
meeting time.
The online NGSQ Study Groups have
announced their articles for 2020. A local group can
follow these suggestions or choose their own
articles. They begin with . . .

January
Darcie Hind Posz, “Reexamining the Parentage of Anderson Boon of Lincoln, Marshall, and
Obion Counties, Tennessee,” National Genealogical Society Quarterly 107 (September 2019):
201–217.
February
Worth Shipley Anderson, “John Stanfield ‘as he is cald in this country’: An Illegitimate Descent
in Eastern Tennessee,” National Genealogical Society Quarterly 106 (June 2018): 85–101.
March
Mary Kircher Roddy, “John C. Ahern a.k.a. John Lockren of Sonoma and Alameda Counties,
California: Who Were His Parents,” National Genealogical Society Quarterly 107 (September
2019): 219–230.

We look forward to hearing from you!

“We are always the same age inside.”
~ Gertrude Stein
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Forest View Cemetery: Update

F

orgotten cemeteries are quiet.
They sit for decades, blanketed
in English and poison ivy,
keeping secrets. Forest View Cemetery
is not so quiet anymore. She has
friends! Friends, like GRIVA, who
speak up for her, hoping that one day,
they can speak the names of those
whose bones she keeps.
Here are some updates:
We continue to work with the City
of Richmond, and the Enrichmond
Foundation, to lay out the best plan for
the transfer of land ownership. There is

December 2019

by Melissa Linkous

planning a volunteer day to work to
remove the ivy from the remaining
trees.
There will be more goats and
sheep! We have been talking with
RVA Goats and hope to have a munch
session during the cooler months.
We have submitted an application
for Ellwood Thompson’s 5% Day, and
are on the list to be considered for
2020. We are also looking into grant
opportunities to help fund the work yet
to be done.
We are gathering information on
the potential use of ground
penetrating radar to locate
burials. We will be looking
into cost and availability in
our area and reaching out to
archaeologists.
A master arborist told us
that the poison ivy, by
keeping human foot traffic at
bay, likely helped the mature
cemetery trees to grow so
beautifully. We are discussing
the idea of installing a
viewing area at the top edge
of the cemetery, leaving the
burial sites wild; preserving it
as a refuge for wildlife, and
limiting human foot traffic. We
Forest View Cemetery is labeled F-16, the shaded spot near the top of the image. 1925.
are considering the idea of placing
strong support, from both the city and
garden obelisks on each burial site,
Enrichmond, to protect Forest View
once they are located.
Cemetery, with the shared goal of
We would also like to see the
ensuring the cemetery is preserved in
installation of appropriate fencing,
perpetuity.
reintroduction of native plantings,
An arborist from True Timber
appropriate signage, and proper
carefully cut the ancient English ivy on
maintenance of the cemetery.
one of the eldest trees in the cemetery.
Friends of Forest View Cemetery
The ivy above the cuts will naturally
is thankful to be on this preservation
die, and we will work to prevent new
journey with members of GRIVA.
growth at the base. The work was
Thank you for your passion and for
generously donated by True Timber. In
your help!
honor of this spirit of giving, we are
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Who’s Not Buried in Forest View Cemetery
by Emily Golightly Rusk

F

orest View Cemetery, indeed, has secrets.
Secrets that may never be revealed. We may
learn the number of interments and the
location of the graves, but we may never learn the
names of those lying quietly beneath the beautiful
oak trees. After gleaning what we can from the
known, we look at the problem from another
vantage point. Who isn’t buried there?
Stories about the cemetery are well known to
those who grew up there. Children played hide and
seek in the cemetery, hiding behind the monuments,
suggesting upright markers. A once-young boy who
lived a block away in the 1950s remembered
playing there and seeing graves marked by
unformed poured concrete forms with names
scratched on them. Folks remember a neighborhood
boy systematically removing monuments/markers
and storing them in the basement of his family’s
nearby house. (Current residents of that house
report that there are no markers in their basement,
but I don’t know if anyone turned over the patio
stones!) Another recollection is a pre-game or halftime show at a George Wythe High School
Homecoming football game, maybe in the 1950s or
1960s, which used markers from Forest View to add
‘ambiance.’ (The informant had no recollection as
to where the stones went after the game.)1
And then there is the memory of the one-time
young man, whose family’s roots run deep in the
neighborhood, who recalled a “shaft” (a marker
shorter than an obelisk) bearing the name Schutte in
the cemetery in the late 1940s. He didn’t know any
other stones there or which Schutte the shaft
referred to. He also recalled broken stones
throughout the cemetery.2 Another neighbor
disputed this memory, saying there was no
monument to the Schuttes in the cemetery.
Lyn Lanier submitted a Citizen Cemetery
Recordation Form to the Virginia Department of
Historic Resources (DHR) in 2009. In the
submission, Mr. Lanier reports a telephone
1
2

Interview with Lyn Lanier, 12 February 2019
Gaye Elliott interview with Al Baird, 23 July 2018

conversation he had with Lucille H. Schutte in the
1960s in which she relates folklore surrounding the
cemetery.3 In one story an Indian man is said to
have taken care of the well in the cemetery, and
lived on the property. When he died he was buried
there. Another story is about a woman buried there
that was too big for a coffin, thus was buried sitting
upright in a straight back chair.4 Attempts to
confirm these stories have been unsuccessful.
In the DHR Survey, the cemetery was estimated
to be comprised of six to ten burials, all situated
south of a well.5 (No comment is included as to how
that estimate was made.) It adds, “The cemetery is
marked on a map dated 1901. The cemetery, which
is not enclosed by any sort of fence or hedgerow, is
overgrown with vegetation and appears not to be
maintained.”
To date, I know of no markers being located as
cleanup progresses. However, pieces of coral have
been recovered. Coral has symbolically been
associated with immortality and rebirth, thus
appropriate as a remembrance in a cemetery.

Ignatius Schutte made his first land purchase in
Chesterfield County, 100 acres from Semple Ellett,
in 1847.6 Over the ensuing decade, Schutte enlarged
his holdings, purchasing adjacent parcels, as well as
lots in Manchester and Swansboro.7 Only one of
these deeds refers to a cemetery. David Patteson,
conveyed 248 5/8 acres to Ignatius Schutte in
September 1862, “except one acre reserved as a
See Forest View Cemetery, page 32
3

Lucille Hinton Schutte (1908-1996) was the second wife
of Frank Schutte (1906-1977). Frank was Ignatius Schutte’s
great-grandson. Descendants of Frank’s grandmother, Eliza
Schutte Schutte (1844-1910), were the last private owners of
the property on which the cemetery is located.
4
Virginia Department of Historic Resources,
Architectural Survey Form, DHR ID 127-6515, April 2009
5
A recent evaluation of the cemetery suggests the graves
are north of the well, not south as indicated in the report.
6
Chesterfield County Deed Book 37, p 137, LVA
microfilm Chesterfield #16
7
See various deeds, Chesterfield County Deed Books.
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Forest View Cemetery — from page 31

Mount Calvary Cemetery
Richmond, Virginia

family burying ground at and around
the stone circle some of the same
which is not hereby conveyed
reserving also the free right of ingress
to and egress from the same.”8 The
Patteson-Schutte cemetery can still be
seen today, but according to Benjamin
B. Weisiger, III, in Old Manchester
and its Environs: 1769-1910 (1993),
“It is surrounded by a stone wall, and
greatly encumbered by briars and
vines, trees, and dumped debris.9 This
is not the Forest View property.
From 1845 through 1911, various
plats were drawn of the Schutte and
adjoining properties. Some indicated a
cemetery; others did not, suggesting it
was an insignificant feature of the
land. In 1911, when Eliza Schutte’s
heirs sold 122 acres to the Forest View
Land Company, the accompanying plat
does not show a cemetery. The Forest
View Land Company presented its
plan for “Subdivision A of Forest
View, Chesterfield, Virginia” in 1925.
Lot F-16 is a triangular-shaped parcel
near the center of the plan, at the
corner of Forest View and Bassett
streets. Near the top of that parcel is an
X and an illegible scribble. This parcel
is the lot now known as Forest View
Cemetery.
As work goes on to reclaim the
space from an enthusiastic crop of
poison ivy and sundry briars and
brambles, we can only speculate whose
remains are interred there. An Indian
man?
An overweight
woman?
Enslaved individuals? Ignatius Schutte

owned slaves, as reported on the 1850
Slave Schedule (reported 1 black man
and 1 black woman, ages 20-illegible)
and the 1860 Slave Schedule (owned 4
black men; employed 5 black men and
2 black women; all ages 20-47). In
1863, Ignatius Schutte made a claim
based on the work of Lawson, a slave,
who was hired “as labourer on the
public defenses at and near Richmond”
for 3 days labor at $20 per month.10
But in the eighteen years between his
purchase of the property and the end of
the Civil War, would Schutte have
buried six to ten slaves? Might
previous land owners have used the
space as a family or slave cemetery?
The answer eludes us right now.
Back to who isn’t buried there. The
Schuttes! If multiple FindAGrave.com
memorials are to be believed, there are
at least 21 members of the Schutte
family buried in Richmond’s Holy
Cross Cemetery. Ignatius Schutte and
his family appear to have been devout
Catholics. In 1843, they were probably
part of the group of German
immigrants who formed their own
congregation
to
have
services
conducted in their native language. St.
Mary’s Catholic Church, constructed
in 1851, was located on the north side
of East Marshall Street, between 3rd
and 4th streets. St. Mary’s Cemetery,
established in 1874 by the church’s
parishioners, became Holy Cross
Cemetery
in
1924.
Baptisms,
marriages, and burials of many Schutte
family members are found in the
See Forest View Cemetery, page 36

8

Chesterfield County Deed Book 45, p
664-665, Library of Virginia microfilm
Chesterfield #20
9
See https://rvahub.com/2016/09/26/
must-see-rva-patteson-schutte-house/ for
photos of the Patteson-Schutte house, 5613
Kildare Drive, Richmond.

10

Confederate Papers Relating to Citizens
of Business Firms, 1861-65, NARA Record
Group 109, M346, roll 908; document 228,
viewed at Fold3.com
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Oral History: Greg McQuade Program

G

RIVA members and friends
were treated to world-class
insights into oral history when
WTVR-TV CBS 6 reporter Greg
McQuade demonstrated his craft at our
September program meeting! Greg
believes that appearances can be
deceiving. Scratch beneath the surface
you’ll find something unique about
every person you meet. To this end, he
produces two weekly segments: “I
Have a Story” which features the
stories of little-known Virginians with
remarkable tales to tell and “Heroes
Among Us” which tells the stories of
people who are making a positive
impact on central Virginia.
Greg uses the same techniques in
interviewing (a word he doesn’t use!)
his subjects as a family historian would
use in collecting oral histories. Greg
suggests meeting your subject in their
own setting where they are more likely
to be most natural, to let down their
guard. A subject is more likely to come
to life and open up when engaged in
conversation, rather than enduring the
formality of a preplanned interview.
Go to your visit with some questions,
but watch your subject. Listen. What
do his expressions tell you? Be
prepared to follow the lead of your
subject. You’ll get a far better story!
Greg demonstrated his use of these
techniques as he showed videos of
some of the segments. We visited a
woodcarver’s space, The Enchanted
Forest, eleven acres nestled in the heart
of the Northern Neck. Rather than
sitting in a formal manner, face-toface, the subject told his story as he
worked.
On the fiftieth anniversary of
Hurricane Camille, he visited two
brothers, the sole survivors of their
family. Greg set the stage, and then let

the men tell their story, emotionally at
times. (Oral history can be cathartic!)
Until now, they have rarely spoken of
the tragedy. “I don’t really like talking
about it. I can get emotional,” Warren
Raines said. “But it’s a story that needs
to be told.” And Greg got the story!
Another example of letting the
subject steer the conversation came in
Greg’s interview with a record
collector. “Forty-fives in here. I
probably have close to 2,000.
Thirty-threes, I probably have
I Have a Story
three to five thousand here,”
Heroes Among Us
said Steve Koslowski. The plan
Greg McQuade
to talk about vinyl took a stark
turn when the Vietnam-era
WTVR CBS 6
Marine described his near-fatal
wartime experiences that ultimately led
to a diagnosis of PTSD. And now
music heals his soul.
Finally, Greg demonstrated a
technique that should be familiar to all
family historians. When you can’t talk
with your subject, talk with his
associates. (Remember the FAN club?)
Greg’s grandfather, Captain William
McQuade, died before Greg was born.
But that hasn’t stopped Greg from
becoming well acquainted with him.
Captain McQuade led the 692nd Tank
Destroyer Battalion during World War
II. Since he couldn’t talk with his
grandfather, Greg set out to meet the
men of the 692nd. “I’ve driven and
flown to many states across America to
meet these aging veterans in their
homes and reunions. They’ve been
sharing stories that help me get to
know the grandfather I never met.” He
has now ‘met’ his grandfather, and has
become the unit’s honorary grandson.
And so the program closed, and
after a class picture to be aired on
Saturday morning, all departed, moved
by the power of oral history.
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Collecting Oral Histories

L

ooking for a means of preserving your oral
history? Whether you are the interviewer or
interviewee, or are just relating your
memories, your stories can be saved for all to enjoy
and learn from. Several organizations collect oral
histories for posterity:

StoryCorps
StoryCorps is an ongoing nationwide oral
history project devoted to recording interviews
between family members, friends, neighbors, and
colleagues. The forty-minute interviews usually are
recorded in state-of-the-art recording booths. Some
booths are in permanent
locations and others in
modified Airstream trailer
facilities
that
travel
around the United States.
For people who cannot
get access to a booth or
one of the traveling
trailers, StoryCorps makes information kits
available on request to people who wish to record
their interviews at home. Recordings made for
StoryCorps, plus photos of those who participated
in the interviews, are preserved at the Library of
Congress by the American Folklife Center. In
addition, StoryCorps gives interview participants a
CD recording of their interviews. Because
StoryCorps handles the technical side of the
interview process and the Library of Congress takes
care of the preservation of the recordings,
conducting interviews with family members
through StoryCorps is an option worth considering
for some family oral history projects.
https://storycorps.org/

Trib
Trib is the new app for
family stories. Providing a
perfect complement to your
genealogy research, Trib helps
families collect, organize,
preserve, and share all the
important stories that never get

written down. Trib has hundreds of story
suggestions and lets you record your own video
story or request specific video stories from other
family members. It’s also a great tool for photos as
you can upload an important photo and tell the
audio story behind it. And everything gets
organized into a biographical timeline for each
family member with options for categorizing by life
event and date.
Trib is more than just an archive, though, as its
interactive storytelling connects your family
members across distances and generations, bringing
them all closer together.
The Trib app is available on Apple and Android
mobile and tablet devices from this link and free for
GRIVA members.

Veterans History Project
The American Folklife Center’s Veterans
History Project (VHP), mandated by the United
States Congress in 2000, is dedicated to collecting,
preserving, and making accessible the recorded
reminiscences of American war veterans. VHP

relies on volunteer interviewers to record veterans,
compile associated information on them, and submit
it to VHP according to its guidelines. Family-based
projects concerned with documenting the memories
of relatives who served in the military during times
of war may find that participation in the Veterans
History Project is advantageous, especially because
VHP provides guidance about interviewing veterans
and preserves collections and makes them
accessible to the public. https://www.loc.gov/vets/
Many state and university libraries and archives
host oral history projects. Check individual
websites.
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17th Century Medicine OR I Fix What Ails You!

I

t was a cold and stormy night,
Tuesday, 22 October 2019,
appropriate for the program to
come. Stories of 17th century medical
practices and a display of the tools of
the trade described by Terry Marr
added to the eerie ambiance!
Terry Marr is a costumed,
historical interpreter at Henricus
Historical Park in Chesterfield County.
On Tuesday, 22 October, his topic was
17th Century Medicine OR I Fix What
Ails You!
Humour
theories
dominated
western medicine for centuries. The
human body was like Earth. It
functions well if its fundamental
elements are in harmonious balance.
Lack of balance of its components
spawns disease. It is a doctor’s task to
recognize the rupture of harmony and
to put it right, thus bringing the system
back to equilibrium.
To reestablish this balance, in the
absence of germ theory, practitioners
learned to use herbs and treatments
(torture?) for various ailments. Wine
(for cleansing properties) and honey
(for antibiotic properties) were the
treatment for simple wounds. But
gunshot wounds required boiling oil.
One’s station in life affected health
and life span. Physically active farmers

could live for 60 to 80 years. The
wealthy, perhaps less active, were
more likely to develop gout or
diabetes. (Diabetes was diagnosed by
the five senses: What are the patient’s
complaints? How does he smell? How
does he look? Does he have fever?
And finally, a drop or two of
urine on the tongue might
Terry Marr
yield a sweet taste, confirming
the diagnoses.) Death was
Historical Interpreter
considered a part of life.
A variety of career paths were
followed in medicine. Surgeons, a
career that included women, dealt with
the body. A physician, by contrast,
dealt with theories of the body and its
vagaries. Keepers acted like an
orderly, today. And of course there
were apothecaries to provide the herbal
compounds required.
Land was an incentive in drawing
men of medicine to the new world.
And tobacco, Virginia’s primary crop,
was considered the sovereign herb as
Europe’s heads of state became
familiar with its alleged healing
properties.
A display and discussion of 17th
century medical implements reinforced
our relief that philosophies and
practices have changed!

RootsTech 2020 Free Livestream Schedule
If traveling to Salt Lake City for the RootsTech 2020 Conference isn’t an option for you, don’t worry! Many of
the sights and teachings from the conference will be streamed live on the RootsTech home page—for free! Starting on
Wednesday, 26 February, at 8 a.m. Mountain Standard Time (10 a.m. Eastern Standard Time), and enjoy learning
from presenters such as Crista Cowan, Blaine Bettinger, Jenny Hansen, and more! General sessions featuring keynote
speakers will also be streamed. Join the conversation happening on social media using #NotAtRootsTech. You can
view the full streaming schedule at https://www.rootstech.org/salt-lake/live-stream-schedule. All times are listed in
Mountain Standard Time. If you need help calculating the time difference to your time zone, visit
TheTimeZoneConverter.com. Sessions will be available to view on demand after the livestream ends.
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Ask Genie — from page 28
when you think you should, broaden
the
search.
Think
surrounding
counties. A deed could have been
recorded in a neighboring county if the
creek was high or the bridge was out.
Think migration patterns, including
locations
where
an
ancestor’s
descendants migrated. Did they take
the family Bible when they left? Were
letters and photos exchanged with
loved ones back home? No probate
when you expect? Keep looking. Some
estates were decades-old when settled.
Any person mentioned in a document
with your ancestor is worthy of your
attention. They might just hold the key
you seek.
Have you revisited internet
databases, including newspaper sites,
even if they originally gave negative
results? Data is added to and removed
from private and commercial databases
on a daily basis. Results vary. Check
them out!

Remember to expand your
knowledge. If you have a particularly
thorny problem (two women by the
same name?), read articles in the
NGSQ or other similar publications
describing how another researcher
solved a similar problem. Brainstorm
with fellow researchers and historians.
Simply putting your problem into
words may help solve the problem.
Has a book been written about your
ancestral family that might include the
folks you seek? You might find books
about collateral families that are of
use. Check online trees for hints,
remembering that little of the
information posted has been verified,
but if it leads you to your ancestor, go
for it!
Is your to-do list full? Good!
Here’s hoping you can solve your
problem!


Forest View Cemetery — from page 32
records of both organizations.11 Many
other family members are interred in
Mount Calvary, another Richmond
area Catholic cemetery. As the
generations rolled on and families
spread out over a greater area, their
memorials can be found in other
locales. A thorough reconstruction of
11

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Richmond,
Virginia, Baptismal, Marriage, and Death
Registers, 1848-1912, Library of Virginia,
miscellaneous reel 1083.
Holy Cross Cemetery, Richmond,
Virginia, Records, 1871-1993, Library of
Virginia, miscellaneous reels 1254-1255.

four generations of Ignatius and
Theresa Schutte’s family reveals all
the Schutte family members are
accounted for in the various public
cemeteries of this area and beyond.
Therefore, one can conclude that it is
unlikely that any Schuttes are buried in
Forest View Cemetery.
But one question continues to nag
at this researcher. Which came first:
the cemetery or the well? Why would
one bore a well in the middle of a
cemetery? Conversely, why would one
establish a cemetery around a well?
Any thoughts?
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Blast from the Past: Dates

See Blast from the Past, page 38
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Membership News
Welcome to GRIVA’s New Members!
Georgiana Ball
Richmond, Virginia

William Goodman
Glen Allen, Virginia

Lois Gilbert Parlow
Chester, Virginia

Ronda A DeSoto
Glen Allen, Virginia

Diane Jadlowski
Montpelier, Virginia

Jessica Ward
Chester, Virginia

Janet Davis Edson
Fredericksburg, Virginia

Steve Kunnmann
Midlothian, Virginia

Arch Wallace
Richmond, Virginia

Melanie Ginter
Centreville, Virginia

Nancy Langston
Queenstown, Maryland


Blast from the Past — from page 37
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Meet the Past Registration Form
Saturday, 15 February, 1 - 3 p.m., Beck Room
Bon Air Presbyterian Church

Rachel Stanton
Professional Living Historian
Join us for something every genealogist dreams of … a trip into the past!
Meet two very different women.
One lives in Richmond, Virginia, during the Civil War. From a very different era, we meet Elizabeth Posthuma
Gwillim Simcoe (1762-1850) who was born and died in England, but spent five years in Upper Canada.
Through our two-hour living history program, you will get to meet each woman in her time. Then hear in our
time what genealogical facts were available and the additional research it took to recreate these two people and
their stories. The same principles apply to your research!
Living history is not scripted. It is not a play or a skit. It is an interactive educational and entertainment
technique, and the product of a deep and thorough research to recreate a person who lived in another time
period. Rachel Stanton creates this experience allowing you to meet and speak with a person from the past. She
not only researches the standard genealogical resources, but also explores each character’s contemporaries,
clothing, language, habits, food, education, religion, music, customs, events, and circumstances of everyday
life.
Rachel Stanton is a professional living historian with a career spanning several decades. She has worked for the
world’s largest living history museum, America’s largest castle, Federal and State parks and museums, schools,
historical sites, special events, and films. Owner of two living history companies, she has a collection of books,
costuming, accessories, and props spanning four centuries, plus livestock to accessorize them!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name __________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________
City, state, zip ___________________________________________
Email _________________________________________ Phone ___________________________
GRIVA members .............$20

______

GRIVA non-members .....$25

______

GRIVA membership .......$20

______

(Join today and register as a member!)

Send registration to Emily Rusk, 14014 Walnut Creek Road, Midlothian, Virginia 23112.
Questions? GRIVA.Notes@gmail.com or 804-744-6492
Or register with PayPal!
PayPal.Me/GenResVA
Mention “Meet the Past” in the memo box.
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2019-2020 CALENDAR
December 3*
1:30 p.m. – GRIVA Program Meeting
*Note change in date, time, and meeting location
Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street, Richmond
December 3* (7 p.m.) – German SIG
*Note change in date
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
December 7 (10 a.m.-noon) – GRIVA Transcribes
Publix Community Room
2250 John Rolfe Parkway, Henrico
Happy New Year!
January 7, 2020 (7 p.m.) – German SIG
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
January 14 (7 p.m.) – DNA SIG
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
January 20 (noon-2 p.m.) – GRIVA Winter Luncheon
Publix Community Room
2150 John Rolfe Pkwy, Henrico
February 4 (7 p.m.) – German SIG
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
February 11 (7 p.m.) – DNA SIG
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
February 15 (1-3 p.m.) – Meet the Past
Rachel Stanton, Professional Living Historian
Bon Air Presbyterian Church
9201 West Huguenot Road, Richmond
February 17 (noon-2 p.m.) – Daytime DNA SIG
Publix Community Room
2150 John Rolfe Pkwy, Henrico
March 3 (7 p.m.) – German SIG
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
March 10 (7 p.m.) – DNA SIG
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
March 16 (noon-2 p.m.) – Daytime DNA SIG
Publix Community Room
2150 John Rolfe Pkwy, Henrico

March 20 – Friends of the Virginia State Archives
Straight to the Source
Library of Virginia, Richmond
March 24
1:45 p.m. – GRIVA Program Meeting
The Central Rappahannock Heritage Center
Beth Daly, Outreach Coordinator
Bon Air Presbyterian Church
9201 West Huguenot Road, Richmond
April 3-4 – Fairfax Genealogical Society
Spring Conference: Lines to Our Past
Sheraton Reston Hotel, Reston
https://fxgs.org/
April 7 (7 p.m.) – German SIG
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
April 14 (7 p.m.) – DNA SIG
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
April 17-18 – Virginia Genealogical Society
Spring Conference – Researching Communities:
The Key to Unlocking Your Ancestors’ Stories
Library of Virginia, Richmond
https://vgs.org/
April 28
7:30 p.m. – GRIVA Program Meeting
Tell Me a Story
May 5 (7 p.m.) – German SIG
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
May 12 (7 p.m.) – DNA SIG
LDS Family History Center
5600 Monument Avenue, Richmond
May 26
7:30 p.m. – GRIVA Program Meeting
Off the Beaten Track:
Using the Internet and Other Resources
Betty Owensbey, Author, Independent Historian
Bon Air Presbyterian Church
9201 West Huguenot Road, Richmond

